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A REMINDER: Don’t forget to check our Website regularly.  .  http://merseysidearchsoc.weebly.com/ 
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1
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The AGM will be held at our usual Venue, the Quaker Meeting House, in School Lane, and, as usual, there will be coffee and tea served before the start of the business meeting.  Following the meeting there will be a talk by Elizabeth Royles on Chester before the Romans.
The papers for the Annual General are included with this short Newsletter which also contains details of events which will be taking place during the coming months with dates for your diaries.
2
SATURDAY OUTINGS PROGRAMME 2011

Please Note:  Wear shoes for walking over rough terrain and bring wet weather gear and a 
Picnic lunch

Saturday 14th May   Kendal town 
Situated on the river Kent in South Lakeland, Kendal has been an important settlement for 2000 years. The Romans built a fort at Watercrook (Alauna) a few miles south of the town.  In the Middle Ages Kendal was a centre for cloth weaving, leather-working and horn working and the family home of Katherine Parr, the sixth wife of Henry the Eighth.  

Our guide will be Pat Hovey, the secretary of Kendal Civic Society, who will take us to the remains of the castle and the 18th-century canal in the morning.  In the afternoon she will lead another guided walk round some of the many well-preserved buildings and yards that run down to the river.  For those who do not want to walk so far, the coach will park at Kirkland, where you will find the Abbot Hall Art Gallery, the Museum of Lakeland Life and the 800-year-old parish church of the Holy Trinity. 

Terrain: hilly, grassy in the morning. Pavement in the afternoon, some steep climbs.
Saturday 18th June Ribchester and the Ribble Valley
Ribchester was Roman Bremetenacum Vetanorum, a crossing on the River Ribble where several Roman roads.  It was last visited by the Society in 1999.  Our tour will be led by a Rachel Newman of Oxford Archaeology North.  Ribchester is the home of the only dedicated Roman Museum in Lancashire, which reopened in 2001 after being redeveloped with the aid of a Heritage Lottery Fund grant (admission price £3.00).  

In the afternoon we will have a guided tour of Clitheroe Castle, one of the smallest Norman keeps in the country, famous as the site where the Pendle Witches were imprisoned.  The castle reopened in 2009 after the major repairs to the keep and complete refurbishment of the museum (admission £4.65). 

Terrain: grassy or muddy in the morning.  Some steep steps in the afternoon. 
Saturday 16th July Poulton Excavations and other sites around Chester 

This trip takes in a multi-period site spanning 9000 years at Poulton; the medieval market town of Holt; and a motte and bailey at Aldford.  

After an optional comfort stop at the Grosvenor Garden Centre, off the B5445, we will have a guided tour of the excavations in progress at Poulton (last visited by Merseyside Archaeological Society in August 2006).  The excavation was undertaken to find the remains of a Cistercian abbey.  Finds range from the Neolithic to the Romans, including a Bronze Age henge. 

We will move onto Holt for a picnic lunch, where there are public toilets and a pub, the Ring of Bells (which does not serve food).   In the afternoon, members of Holt Local History Society will guide us round the ruins of The Castle, begun in 1277; St Chad’s church, established around the 1280s; and the 14th-century sandstone bridge linking Holt with Farndon across the River Dee.  If time allows, we will pay a self-guided visit to an easily-accessible example of a motte and bailey at Aldford.

Terrain: some uneven ground, bare soil and grass, which could be muddy; also paths, pavements and steps.

3
EXHIBITION AT THE VICTORIA GALLERY AND MUSEUM

Dr Alan Greaves has notified the Society of the new website on the proposed exhibition about John Garstang and his work on the Hittites which is due to open at the Victoria Gallery and Museum at the top of Brownlow Hill towards the end of May.  He would be glad if members would look at the website and comment:

http://sace.liv.ac.uk/lostgallery/
In due course members may be interested in helping to guide visitors around the exhibition:  further information will be available once the exhibition is established.

4
FESTIVAL OF BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY  16th to 31st July 2011

The Society is not organising anything special for the Festival of British Archaeology this year, but requests for help have been received from other organisations and members of  the Society might be interested in volunteering their help.  

World Museum Liverpool
The World Museum Liverpool is planning to hold an event in the Weston Discovery Centre during the second week of the Festival (23rd to 31st July).  It is planned that the Society will have a display table during this period to showcase the involvement of the Society locally and to sell our publications.  If any members are willing and interested in helping out for short periods of time during that period, please contact Julia McLaughlin Cook who has details of what is needed (Tel: 0151 733 1017).
Norton Priory Museum
There has also been a request from Norton Priory for some help during this period.  Whilst final details are not yet fully sorted, it is planned to hold an event entitled 'Saints and Stories' which will to take place between 1pm and 4pm on the 25th and 26th of July, as a part of the Festival of Archaeology.  The precise content has yet to be confirmed, but it will be focusing on the significance of the statue of St Nicholas; why he was created and the links with the river.  Further information will be available shortly, but anyone interested in assisting the staff at Norton Priory should contact Jenny Woodcock (Tel: 0151 727 8243 or email – iolanthe93@o2.co.uk) for further details. 
SATURDAY OUTINGS PROGRAMME 2011 BOOKING  FORM   -

Note:   ALL TRIPS DEPART MANN ISLAND AT 9.00 AM 

Please post booking forms and cheques payable to ‘Merseyside Archaeological Society’ to - MAS FIELD TRIPS, 11 South Bank Rd, Garston, LIVERPOOL, L19 9AR.  For inquiries and late bookings, phone  0151 494 9809.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SATURDAY 14th May     Kendal town

Name (Capitals please)………………………………………………………………………..

Phone………………………………Email…………………………………………………….

Mobile (If you will have it with you on the day)……………………………………………..

PICK-UP POINT (tick)      Pier Head…………or   The Rocket……………….………………

Number of seats…….. £18.00 each    Total £ ………………….

SATURDAY 18th June Ribchester and the Ribble Valley

Name (Capitals please)………………………………………………………………………...

Phone………………………………Email…………………………………………………….

Mobile (If you will have it with you on the day)……………………………………………..

PICK-UP POINT (tick)    Pier Head…… ………or The Rocket….....................................

Number of seats……… at £14.50 each                            Total £ ………………….

N.B Museum entry is extra

SATURDAY 16th July Poulton Excavations, Holt and Aldford

Name (Capitals please)………………………………………………………………………...

Phone………………………………Email…………………………………………………….

Mobile (If you will have it with you on the day)……………………………………………..

PICK-UP POINT (tick)    Pier Head……or  …… Bromborough Retail Park ……...

Number of seats………at £12.50 each                       Total £……………………………………
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