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Our next meeting is the Annual General Meeting.  It will be held on Thursday 22nd April starting at 7.30pm in the Quaker Meeting House at 22 School Lane. Coffee and tea will be served before the meeting and the room is open from 7.00pm so do come early enough for a chat and a drink. Following the short business meeting, our speaker will be Jamie Quartermaine, who is known to many of us.  The subject of his talk is “Recent findings in the Buttermere and Loweswater area”.

Your business papers, including a copy of the Rules of the Society, are included with this Newsletter. The page with the Agenda lists the current members of the Council who are willing to stand for re-election and those nominations for new members, received to date.  There are vacancies on the Council and new members would be very much welcomed.  If you are interested in joining the Council, please do contact the Hon Secretary, Jenny Woodcock before the AGM for encouragement and more information!

She can be contacted by email on iolanthe93@o2.co.uk or by telephone on 0151 727 8243.

SUMMER EVENTS PROGRAMME 2010

Merseyside Archaeological Society field visits.  (application forms on page 6)
Saturday 22 May – North Wales

Fiona Gale (Denbighshire Countryside Service) will lead a guided tour of sites in and around Ruthin town ranging in date from the Bronze Age to the Middle Ages and including Ruthin Castle, Nantclywd House and Cefn Coch Barrow.  

Cost £13 plus an additional £3 for optional entry to Nantclwyd House to be paid on the day.   

Saturday 19 June - Derbyshire

In the morning, Helen Ullathorne and Stella Maguire (author of the archaeological section of the Stanton Moor Conservation Plan) will guide us round some prehistoric sites on Stanton Moor in Derbyshire.  In the afternoon we will visit the Peak District Mining Museum and Temple Mine, Matlock. Cost: £17  which will include all museum entries.

July It is intended that there will be a further field visit during July. Details will be announced in the next Newsletter.

ADVANCE NOTICE OF WINTER LECTURE PROGRAMME 2010/2011

Our evening lecture series will, once again, be held in the Quaker Meeting House in School Lane.  The programme is currently being arranged but it may be useful to note the proposed dates in your diary.  This venue is easily and safely accessible, near to all the central Liverpool stations and both bus stations.

Thursday 21 October 2010; Thursday 18 November 2010 and probably Thursday 9 or16 December 2010 depending on responses to the questionnaire about the Christmas meeting.  In the New Year, we will be meeting on Thursday 20 January 2011; Thursday 17 February 2011; Thursday 17 March 2011 and Thursday 21 April 2011. 

Further details and any alterations in date will be included in future Newsletters.  Meetings are held in the Institute Room on the first floor and will start at 7.30 pm and finish round about 9.00pm but members are invited to arrive before that time, say at 7.00pm, as there is a small kitchen attached to the meeting room and we are able to invite you to enjoy tea or coffee and biscuits before each meeting and spend a little time on informal socialising.

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO MEMBERS 

1
Council for British Archaeology, North West Regional Group. 


The Spring Reports Meeting and AGM will take place on Saturday 8th May 2010 at Stalybridge Civic Hall, Trinity Street, Stalybridge, SK15 2BN starting at 9.45 with coffee and registration and finishing at 3.45 with questions, tea and concluding remarks.  The subject of the meeting will be Archaeology in our Community and will feature the following contributions: 

Mike Nevell  on  Twenty Years of Tameside Archaeological Survey

Ron Cowell on Tameside Archaeological Society Rescue Excavations on an Upland Late

Mesolithic Site near Stalybridge.

Bryan Sitch on Making Exhibitions of Ourselves? New Archaeological Displays at the Manchester Museum

Brian Grimsditch on Tameside Graveyards Survey: a Pilot Study at St. Lawrence's, Denton
Frances Stott and Pearl Malcolmson on Ongoing Excavations at Royton Hall
Marie Widger on Archaeology in the Community at Mellor

The Annual General Meeting (open to CBANW members only) follows lunch at which time there is an option for a guided walk led by Alan Rose of Stalybridge Historical Society. Further information including cost and registration is available on the website:   http://www.britarch.ac.uk/cbanw/CBANW_meetings_intro.html
2
North West Regional Industrial Archaeological and History Conference. This conference will be held at the National Waterways Museum in Ellesmere Port on Saturday 25th September 2010.  The cost is £25 to include lunch, or £17.50 without lunch.  Contributions will include 19th-century Workers Housing; Excavations of Liverpool Museum; Lee’s Tapestry Works, Birkenhead; Salt-making in Cumbria and Cheshire and the management of a museum Large Object Store. There will be an opportunity to visit behind the scenes at the Museum.  Further details will become available.

3
National Festival of Archaeology.  This year the national Festival of Archaeology is scheduled to take place between 17th July and 1st August.  The Society is planning some local events one of which will be held on Saturday 31st July and Sunday 1st August at Childwall Parish Church where the Society is currently undertaking a survey of the graveyard. The event will be organised by the Merseyside Archaeological Society’s Churchyard Survey Group.  New members are always welcome to join in with the ongoing survey and these open days will give you a chance to see what they have achieved and how you may also become involved.

3
Norton Priory is once again planning a series of events this Spring and Summer and would welcome help from Society members with the family activities/events listed below.  If you are free and would be willing to help, please contact Lynn Smith at Norton Priory (Tel: 01928 569895).


Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 1.00-4.00pm

“Where did you get that hat?”.  Have fun with hats and headgear through the ages. 

Monday 26 and Tuesday 27th July. 1.00-4.00pm

“Drawing the Past”.  Find out how archaeologists record what they find in the ground, have a go yourself and create your own artwork using photographs and drawings.

Bank Holiday Monday 30th August 1.00-4.00pm. Use your senses to discover the colours, sounds and smells that once brought Norton Priory to life.

5
MANCET.  Following the closure of the University of Manchester’s extra-mural department it has come to our notice that some of the former lecturers have banded together to continue providing a programme of lectures and day courses. The administrator can be contacted by email at the following address latinteacher@btinternet.com and their web page is http://www.mancent.org.uk

6
New Publication.  In 2004 an important new Viking silver hoard was discovered near Huxley, Cheshire. The hoard, which consists of 21 silver arm-rings and an ingot, was declared Treasure in 2005, and was acquired jointly by National Museums Liverpool, the Grosvenor Museum Chester and Cheshire Museums Service, with a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The Huxley Viking Hoard monograph has just been published by National Museums Liverpool. 

James Graham-Campbell and Robert Philpott (eds) 2009 The Huxley Viking Hoard: Scandinavian Settlement in the North West, National Museums Liverpool. 

ISBN: 978-1-902700-40-3, 104pp. Retail price £7.99

In this book, leading specialists in Viking-age studies have contributed a series of papers on the hoard and its context which were first delivered at a conference held in Merseyside Maritime Museum, Liverpool in November 2008. They set out the latest research into Scandinavian settlement and activity in the North West and Wales, including the archaeological evidence and the contribution of place-names, historical research and stone sculpture to our understanding of the period. There is a definitive account of the objects themselves, their likely origin and date of manufacture (in late 9th- or early 10th-century Ireland) and the intriguing question why the hoard was buried in England and by whom. Finally, the Huxley find is considered alongside other Viking silver hoards in Britain and Ireland.

7
The Calderstones Neolithic Monument.  The Calderstones monument has been close to the heart of the Merseyside Archaeological Society for some time now.  As our recent publication The Calderstones: a prehistoric tomb in Liverpool sets out, this monument is of considerable local and national archaeological importance.  A great deal of concern has recently been expressed about its current deteriorating condition and the plans for its future preservation.  It is now hoped that some funding may be found to preserve it for the future of Liverpool.  Progress will be reported to the membership in future Newsletters.  

8
Advance notice of an exciting new exhibition.  Dr Alan Greaves of the University of Liverpool has been awarded £50,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund for a new museum exhibition at the University’s Victoria Gallery and Museum. The exhibition, to be called “The Lost Gallery” will document Liverpool archaeologist John Garstang's work on the Hittite civilisation of Turkey and aims to re-imagine the Liverpool Museum gallery, which was destroyed in the Blitz of 1941, for a 21st-century audience. 

The Merseyside Archaeological Society was involved in the initial design of the project and there will be opportunities for MAS members to get involved in various aspects of the venture. In the autumn term there will be a lecture about the project in which Members of the Society can learn about the background to the scheme and comment on the proposed design of the exhibition. When the exhibition opens, there will be also be opportunities to volunteer to work in the exhibition area as gallery assistants. There will also be a series of lunchtime lectures and Continuing Education courses throughout the duration of the exhibition. 

The exhibition will open in the VG&M in March 2011 and will run for one year before touring other museums in the region. 

Further information will be circulated to members when available.

CHRISTMAS PARTY FEEDBACK

The Council has been increasingly aware of falling numbers at our annual Christmas party.  In recent years it has been held at the Piazza Café, taking the form of a lecture followed by a buffet supper.  In order to establish why so few members appear to wish to attend this social gathering, a questionnaire has been created and is reproduced towards the end of this Newsletter.

Most societies try to have at least one annual essentially social ‘get together’ and it has been disappointing to watch our efforts diminish in popularity as the years have gone by.  With your help perhaps we can remedy the situation.

It would be very helpful if you could complete the questionnaire and either bring it with you to the AGM, send to Jenny Woodcock, at 42 North Sudley Road, Aigburth, Liverpool L17 0BG or pass it to any member of the Council.  

MERSEYSIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY WEBSITE

A new MAS website is currently under construction.  Details of how to access it will be communicated to all members as soon as they are available.

MERSEYSIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY JOURNAL

The next volume (13) of the Society’s journal is at the printer.  Sadly it will not be ready in time for the Annual General Meeting, but it will be circulated, either by hand or by post, to all fully paid up members of the Society as soon as possible, BUT see below …………..

OVERDUE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS – 2010

A number of members have not yet paid their annual subscription.  A form is included at the end of the Newsletter.  Please could you complete this form and send it with your cheque to Eveline van der Steen, at Flat 3, 12 South Drive, Wavertree, Liverpool L15 8JL as soon as possible.  If you are not sure whether you have paid or not, give Eveline a call at 07870 198368 or email her at evdsteen@liverpool.ac.uk to find out. 

Individual membership - £12;   Junior - £2;     Family  £15;     Concessions £7 Institutional membership - £20.  

Cheques should be payable to Merseyside Archaeological Society. 

BREAKING NEWS

Julia McLaughlin Cook has been able to make arrangements for the proposed July field visit which will take place on Saturday 17 July and will consist of a visit to Caer Alyn Archaeological and Heritage Project, Wrexham.  Here, Phil Cox, who gave a talk to the Society in March, will show us round the community archaeological and heritage project. The site includes a Bronze Age tumulus and an Iron Age hill fort.  Excavation will be taking place there from 10 July onwards.  Afterwards we will visit Gresford church, one of the seven wonders of North Wales, where there is a Roman stone that might have come from Caer Alyn.

Cost: £11.  Further details and an application form will be included with the next Newsletter.

MERSEYSIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

2010 Subscription renewal

To:  Dr Eveline van der Steen

        Flat 3, 12 South Drive, Wavertree L15 8

I enclose my subscription for 2010 (Cheques payable to Merseyside Archaeological Society)

Name…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone …………………………………….. Email ………………………………………

Please indicate the type of subscription you are eligible for:

Individual membership: £12.00.

Junior: £2.00

Family: £15.00

Concessions: £7.00


Institutional £20.00

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________

BOOKING  FORMS   -  FIELD  TRIPS 2009.

Please post to - MAS FIELD TRIPS, 3 Calton Avenue, Mossley Hill, Liverpool  L18 1EL

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SATURDAY 22nd May     Ruthin and area

Name (Capitals please)………………………………………………………………………..

Phone………………………………Email…………………………………………………….

Mobile (If you will have it with you on the day)……………………………………………..

PICK-UP POINT (tick)      Pier Head…….  or   Bromborough Retail Park………………

Number of seats…….. £13 each (excluding Nantclwyd House)   Total £ ………………….

SATURDAY 19th June  Stanton Moor and Matlock

Name (Capitals please)………………………………………………………………………...

Phone………………………………Email…………………………………………………….

Mobile (If you will have it with you on the day)……………………………………………..

PICK-UP POINT (tick)    Pier Head……or  ‘phone 0151 733 1017 for advice …………...

Number of seats………at £17 each                       Total £……………………………………

QUESTIONNAIRE – CHRISTMAS MEETING OR

ANNUAL SOCIETY SOCIAL EVENT?

As reported above, the Council and organisers of the annual Christmas celebration have become aware that support has been gradually declining over the years and we would like to seek advice from the members why this has happened.  We would like to canvass opinion for future celebrations.  Perhaps we are all too busy around Christmas and New Year and another time of the year would be suitable but the Council members feel that holding an annual, essentially social, event is desirable.  Please could you respond to the questions and/or suggestions below as fully as possible.  If there is insufficient space, please do continue your comments overleaf.  

Please return completed form as suggested on page5 of this Newsletter. 

1
The date and timing ………  IF December is an appropriate season, please indicate your preferred choice for 2010

(Thursday)  2 December..……   9 December …….    16 December …… ….

OR another day of the week (2010), please indicate your choice ……………  

OR a different time of year, perhaps a summer event (afternoon or evening). Please give your opinion and suggestions ……………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

2
The cost (currently around £11.50)

Would you attend if the cost was lower? ……..  OR what would be an appropriate cost, under £5;   £5-£10;   £10-£15; £15-£20 or more than £20?

3
Format for the evening - what sort of activities would you like at a

Christmas or other social meeting?

Invited speaker with “slides” and an informal meal (present format)…………

A celebratory Christmas restaurant meal with no speaker 

………….
A celebratory Christmas meal and after-dinner speaker

…………

A quiz with light refreshments in informal surroundings

…………

A members’ holiday/archaeological slides in informal surroundings ………...

Something new - picnic or summer barbeque (suggestions please) ………….

…………………………………………………………………………………

4
The Venue (currently the Piazza Café, by the Metropolitan Cathedral)

If you do not like the Piazze café as a venue, please give your reasons (parking; public transport; the meal?) …………………………………………………….. 

OR

Please could you suggest an alternative venue?    A pub (suggestions please); 

A restaurant (suggestions please); Quaker Meeting House (no alcohol), OR other ideas ……………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………..
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