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Forthcoming Merseyside Archaeology Society (MAS) Events: 
The next season of evening talks will resume (in-person) on Thursday 21st September 

 
Summer fieldtrips 2023 April - September 

 

If you are interested in attending any or all of them, please contact the organiser of 
each outing that you wish to attend to register your interest.  
 
This provides the organiser with an indication of numbers involved, helps with coordinating 
travel arrangements, and means that you shouldn’t get left behind anywhere!  
 

More details of each outing will be provided to you after booking a place 
 

WHEN WHERE MORE INFO ORGANISER, Book by... 
 

Saturday 13th  
May 
COMPLETED 

Childwall All Saints Church 
& cemetery, Liverpool, L16 

5EY  

Explore the graveyard and 
hear about MAS’s long-term 
recording and archive project 
 

Dave Roberts 
 

Saturday 3rd 
June 
COMPLETED 

Ness Botanic Gardens & 
Experimental Archaeology 

(EARTH) 
Neston Rd, Ness CH64 

4AY 
 

Discuss the reconstructed 
henge and watch/take part in 
an experimental copper 
smelt 
Optional start at Burton 
village: vernacular houses, 
ice house, well 
 

Sue Stallibrass 
 

Saturday 15th 
July 
 

Loggerheads Country 
Park,  

 
Ruthin Rd, Mold  

CH7 5LH 
  

Explore a landscape altered 
by lead mining, limestone 
quarrying & associated water 
management features 
 

Roy Forshaw 
Roy.Forshaw@liverpoolmus
eums.org.uk  
 
 

SUNDAY 3rd 
September 

 
£3 cost 

 
 
 

 
Birkenhead Park  

£3 cost (am) 
 
 
 

Birkenhead Priory 
(pm) 

Guided tour of the Park 
by ranger, + talks by 
Mark Adams (Spitfire 
site) & Roy Forshaw 
(old maps) (am) 
 
visit Birkenhead Priory 
(pm)  
 

Ann Gemmel 
ann.gemmell1@btinter
net.com  
 
by 7th Aug. if possible 

Friday 8th – 
Sun 17th 
Sept: 

Heritage Open Days 
 

The listings went 
live on 1st June 

 

You can sign up to 
receive their newsletter: 
https://www.heritageop
endays.org.uk/visiting  

St Helen’s Church, 
Sefton: Sue Stallibrass 
will provide car travel 
for 3 people from the 
nearest train station 

    
Thursday 
21st 
September 

Quaker Meeting 
House, Liverpool 

MAS indoor evening 
lectures resume 

 

 
And if you have any ideas of other outings that you would like MAS to organise next  

year, then please let Sue.Stallibrass@liverpool.ac.uk know!  
 

   AUGUST:  NO MAS FIELD TRIP (summer holiday season)                 
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SUNDAY 3rd September   10.00am   Birkenhead Park & Birkenhead Priory 
 

  
Birkenhead Park (in the morning) 

https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/photos/birkenhead
-park accessed 3rd May 2023 

£3 cost per person 
 

Birkenhead Priory & St Mary’s 
Church (in the afternoon) 
Picture courtesy of Google Earth. Accessed 31st July 2023 at 
https://lancashirepast.com/2021/09/11/birkenh
eads-medieval-monastery/ 

Preliminary information (further details will be provided by the event leader to 
registered participants) 

 
LOCATION & TIME TO MEET: Meet at 10.00 am outside the Birkenhead Park Visitor 
Centre, on Park Drive (off Park Road North) Birkenhead CH41 4HY.  
Please be ready to start your guided walk (which costs £3 per person) at 10.00 am prompt.  
 
TRANSPORT: Morning: Plenty of public transport or you can travel by car 
see: https://birkenhead-park.org.uk/your-visit/how-to-get-here/  
Afternoon: The fieldtrip organiser(s) will help people arrange transport between Birkenhead 
Park and Birkenhead Priory, which also has public transport access 
https://thebirkenheadpriory.org/visit-us/     
Birkenhead Priory, Priory Street, Birkenhead CH41 5JH 
 
ORGANISER: The visit will be led by Ann Gemmel, Chair of MAS 
 
BOOKING: to register your interest and book places, please email Ann Gemmel 
ann.gemmell1@btinternet.com to express interest by 7th August if possible. 
It would also be helpful if you could indicate whether or not you are interested in moving on 
in the afternoon to visit Birkenhead Priory. 
 
TIMINGS: The guided tour of Birkenhead Park by park ranger Scott Brennan will take 1.5 
hours starting from outside the Visitor Centre at 10.00am. Please be ready to start walking at 
10.00.  There will be a couple of further short talks. The group will move on to Birkenhead 
Priory and lunch can be eaten at either venue. Please contact Ann for further details. 
 
LUNCH: bring your own (to eat at either venue), or visit the Park café, or obtain light 
refreshments at the Priory or one of the nearby eateries 
 
FACILITIES: Birkenhead Visitor Centre has a café that is open every day from 09:00 to 
16:00  https://birkenhead-park.org.uk/your-visit/food-and-drink/  
The Priory serves cold drinks and snacks and has a useful list of nearby eateries 
https://thebirkenheadpriory.org/refreshments/              

                               PTO... cont........ 
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Both venues have toilets. 
 
THE VISIT will include: Morning: After Scott Brennan’s guided tour, Mark Adams will talk a 
little bit about the investigations into the Spitfire crash site, and Roy Forshaw will provide 
information from old maps, showing how the landscape was altered to create the park. 
 
Afternoon: At the Priory, you can explore on your own or join one of the free guided walks 
that are provided every Sunday afternoon starting at 1.00pm pr 2.00pm (no need to book)  
https://thebirkenheadpriory.org/event/guided-tours/  
 
 
HAZARDS: Please wear comfortable footwear and bring sunscreen, waterproofs etc. Some 
parts of Birkenhead Priory have steps 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FYI:  Birkenhead Industrial History venues: The MAS Events team had originally 
planned to visit one or two industrial heritage venues in Birkenhead, following on 
from Dean Paton’s MAS talk about Big Heritage’s plans to promote them. 
Negotiations about leases etc are taking longer than hoped, so they are not yet 
available (all three sites are currently closed). 
 
However- if you are interested in visiting the Grasshopper Engine at Shore Road 
Pumping Station, Birkenhead, this will be open specially on Saturday 9th 
September at 12.00, 13.30, and 15.00 as part of the Heritage Open Days. 
FREE but Booking is essential, through Eventbrite at  
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/shore-road-pumping-station-heritage-open-days-
tickets-679318338437  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Friday 8th – Sunday 17th September: Heritage Open Days 
This is the annual festival that sees many heritage sites and venues in UK either open to the 

public when they are usually not accessible, or open for extra times and/or special events 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/   
This is a national (England) event, so if you are somewhere else in England in early to mid- 
September, it’s worth checking to see if there’s anything of interest there.  
There are almost 100 in-person events in Merseyside and similar numbers in Cheshire, 
Lancashire, Greater Manchester etc. 
 
 
Weekend of Friday 8th – Sun 10th Sept Sue will be visiting St Helen’s Church, 
Sefton, Bridges Lane, Sefton Village, Liverpool, Merseyside, L29 7WG  
Sue can arrange to pick up people who need to travel by train and shuttle them 
between the venue and Blundellsands & Crosby station (Merseyrail, Northern Line 
from Hunts Cross to Southport).  
This is an informal ‘come and join me if you’d like to’ sort of fieldtrip! 
The exact date and time will be decided by Sue after people have contacted her to 
express interest. The Grade I listed church was founded in 1170 but the oldest fabric 
is 14th C and most is early 16th C. There are brasses and a lot of fine carved wood 
including the 19th/20th C ceiling, Tudor screens, choir stalls, pews and Mouseman 
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furniture (made by Robert Thompson). 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/sefton-st-helens-church  
 
If you are interested in having a lift from the station, please contact 
Sue.Stallibrass@liverpool.ac.uk  
and state your preferred date and half of day (ie morning or afternoon).  
NB Trains are every 15 mins Mondays to Sats but only every 30 mins on Sundays. 
The church will be open: 

Friday 8th Sept:              1.30 – 4.00 pm 
Saturday 9th Sept: 11.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Sunday 10th Sept:          1.30 – 4.00 pm  

 
People who can travel by car are, of course, welcome to join us! 
And if you are interested but not on those dates, the church is also open the 
following weekend but Sue is away so cannot provide lifts. 
The 133 bus goes past Sefton church and Lunt Meadows once an hour on Mondays 
to Saturdays but there is no Sunday service. See timetable for times and route: 
https://merseytravel.adidocdn.dev/timetables/Bus/133-22Jan23.pdf  
 
NB if you are travelling independently, you may wish to also visit Lunt Meadows 
which is literally next door (footpath access on the other side of the pub car park, or 
drive along to the nature reserve’s own car park). This wetland nature reserve (wear 
suitable footwear) contains the remains of some Mesolithic structures investigated 
by Ron Cowell as a community archaeology project for Museum of Liverpool. See: 
https://www.lancswt.org.uk/nature-reserves/lunt-meadows   and 
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archaeology/archaeology-national-museums-
liverpool/community-archaeology/lunt-meadows-sefton  
 
 
 
 
 
DIY visits: 
 

Here are some Merseyside examples from the National Heritage Open Day list 
(plenty more nearby in Cheshire, Lancashire & Greater Manchester). 

 
Williamson’s Tunnels, Liverpool will have guided tours on: 
Saturday 9 September: Tours: 1100, 1200, 1300 & 1400 
Sunday 10 September: Tours: 1100, 1200, 1300 & 1400 
Saturday 16 September: Tours: 1100, 1200, 1300 & 1400 
Sunday 17 September: Tours: 1100, 1200, 1300 & 1400 
 Places must be booked in advance 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/friends-of-williamsons-tunnels-
williamsons-tunnels1  
 
Wavertree lock-up you can go inside on: 
Sunday 17 September: 1200-1600 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/the-wavertree-lock-up5  
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St Helen’s Church, Sefton will be open on: 
Friday 8 September: 1330-1600 
Saturday 9 September: 1100-1600 
Sunday 10 September: 1330-1600 
Friday 15 September: 1100-1600 
Saturday 16 September: 1100-1600 
Sunday 17 September: 1330-1600 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/sefton-st-helens-church  
 
 
All Saints Church, Childwall This is the church and graveyard that several MAS members, 
led by Dave Roberts, have been studying for several years. The church and churchyard will 
be open to the public and the church tower will also be open (which only happens on 
Heritage Open Days) 
Saturday 9th September 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Sunday 10th September         2.00 – 4.00 pm 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/all-saints-church-childwall-liverpool  
 
 
Cannington Shaw No. 7 Bottle Shop, St Helens, is having a pop-up shop 
Friday 8th September  10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Saturday 9th September 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/cannington-shaw-no.7-bottle-shop-pop-
up-shop  
 
 
New Brighton Heritage Centre (note two-hour timeslots) 
Friday 8th September  11.00 am – 1.00 pm 
Wednesday 13th September 11.00 am – 1.00 pm 
Friday 15th September  11.00 am – 1.00 pm 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/new-brighton-heritage-centre  
 
 
West Kirby Museum will be open all day (usually open Sats 10 – 1) on  
Saturday 9th September          10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/west-kirby-museum-and-history-fair  
And there is also an opportunity to book a place on an Old Village walk from the museum 
and several other events including geology of building stones- just search for ‘West Kirby’ 
 
 
Hilbre Island will have two of the buildings open to the public (NB need to be fit to tackle 
the one hour crossing each way across the tidal causeway) 
Saturday 9th September 11.00 am – 3.00 pm 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/hilbres-telegraph-station  
 
 
St Michael’s Church, Shotwick is a fascinating old country church, well worth visiting. 
Grade I listed building, bellringing demonstrations, have-a-go hand bell ringing, self-guided 
tours of the church and graveyard, tower open (splendid views over the Dee).  
New for this year: guided walks of the village at 11am, 12 noon, 2 pm and 3 pm 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/st.-michaels-church-shotwick  
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There are too many events to mention in Wirral, but they include a tour of ‘Viking’ 
Thingwall led by Steve Harding, Dave Capener & Sue Bishop, walks in Storeton Woods 
(industrial quarrying & transport etc), Rock park social history of Oxton (and many other 
Oxton walks), heritage walk and talk Magazine Brow in Vale Park, Great Meols human and 
natural history walk, Hoylake walk. 
Walks and tours nearly always need booking to reserve a place. 
 
Other places open to the public include several in and around Bidston: Bidston windmill, 
Bidston lighthouse and Bidston Observatory, and the Bidston Community Archaeology 
excavation at Tam O’Shanter urban farm (Sunday 10th September 10 – 4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provisional autumn/winter talks programme 2023-2024 
 

DATE VENUE Speaker Topic 
    
Sept 
Thurs 21st 

QMH Roy Forshaw, 
MAS 

The archaeology of the changing coastline 
of the River Dee  

    
October 
Thurs 19th 

QMH Warren Kern 
MAS 

An illustrated talk (including some 
demonstration items) about local historic 
objects  

    
November 
Thurs 16th 

ZOOM tbc tbc 

    
December 
Thurs 14th * 

ZOOM 
 

Chair, members Christmas social & Quiz 
 

January 
Thurs 18th 

ZOOM Scott Lloyd & Jon 
Dollery 
RCAHMW  

Current Welsh mapping project using 
placenames.  
with a case study from NE Wales 

    
February 
Thurs 15th 

QMH 3 student short 
talks 

Work in Progress talks by research 
students at Liverpool universities 

    
March 
Thurs 21st 

QMH Mark Adams 
Headland, MAS 

Recent investigations at J M Worrall’s 
Ordsall Lane dyeworks 

    
April Thurs 
18th 

QMH Chair & members AGM + short talks by members 
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Forthcoming online talks 

 
Most societies, like ours, go outside in summer and resume online talks in the autumn 

 
 

Monday 4 September 19.00 – 20.00 Dr Ian Faulds Political Piety: International 
pressures on a mediaeval Manx parish church 
FREE but register in advance at: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/political-piety-international-pressures-on-a-mediaeval-
manx-parish-church-tickets-
663427307937?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwAR0CANU4Q-
FDvjs4Lp2s1QV4RDXmJB63uwsorKHM0DIext3qD-G9rA6vmD4  

 
 

 
Gresham College (who provide national talks by leading specialists) have just 

announced their forthcoming 2023-2024 online lecture series:  
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on?see-all  

all online talks are FREE but register in advance 
NB all are recorded and can be watched later (particularly relevant to the Greek 

Philosophy series which are on the same dates as MAS talks!) 
 

 
Evolution: The Big Questions, Prof Robin May,  
Weds 4th October to 8th May 2024 
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/series/evolution-questions  
 
Magic, the Supernatural, and the Lost Gods of Europe, Prof Ronald Hutton: 
Weds 20th Sept 2023 to 5th June 2024 
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/series/magic-europe  
 
The Political Imagination of Ancient Greek Ideas, Prof Melissa Lane,  
Thurs 19th Oct 2023 to 13th June 2024 
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/series/political-ideas  

 
 

Past online talks 
 
The whole series of the Westmorland Dales Landscape Partnership heritage 
talks is available through the Friends of Lake District website at: 
https://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Default.aspx?CategoryTitle=
westmorland-dales-heritage-talks&SubsiteTitle=westmorland-dales-hidden-
landscapes-partnership  
 
With information about all their cultural heritage projects at: 
https://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/Pages/Site/westmorland-dales-hidden-
landscapes-partnership/Category/cultural-heritage-projects  
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And the back catalogue of recent Heritage talks by Gresham College is also 
available at : 
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/browse-all?type=559  
 
These include the series on Finding Britain’s Lost Gods 
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/series/lost-gods  
 
and Ancient Landscapes of Britain  
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/series/ancient-britain  

 
 

Other online resources 
 
https://cherishproject.eu/en/project-news/news/dramatic-new-images-bring-the-
eroding-prehistoric-coastal-forts-of-wales-to-life/  
 
Dramatic new digital reconstructions of two of Wales’s most vulnerable prehistoric 
coastal forts have just been completed, vividly bringing to life the Iron Age and 
Roman defended villages in photo-realistic detail. 
 
Dinas Dinlle coastal fort near Caernarfon in Gwynedd, and Caerfai coastal 
promontory fort near St David’s in Pembrokeshire, both owned by the National Trust, 
are threatened with coastal erosion and cliff loss. Increased storminess and intense 
rainfall, coupled with predicted rises in sea-level due to climate change, are steadily 
eroding the fragile archaeology at both these sites. 
 
The EU-funded CHERISH Project has worked closely with a team of artists in 
Wessex Archaeology, and a range of stakeholders and experts, to accurately 
reconstruct both these sites in their heydays. 
 
 
I don’t usually include academic papers, but two people have recommended this to 

me in the past two days (!). Thanks to Brian Higgins for providing the link. 
Rachel Pope of the University of Liverpool Archaeology Department and Mairi H 
Davies of Historic Environment Scotland (the Scottish equivalent of Cadw & Hisgoric 
England) have published an open access article reinstating the fine academic 
reputation of Peggy Piggott, whose important role at Sutton Hoo (and many other 
archaeological sites) was unfairly downplayed in the 2021 film ‘The Dig’. 
PEGGY PIGGOTT: WOMEN AND BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY (1930–1945) 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ojoa.12275 
 
 
 
  



MAS August 2023 Forthcoming Programme & Online Resources 
 
 

 9 

Dates for your diary (mostly in-person events but some may be hybrid) 
 
 
 

Wirral Vikings (aka Wirhalh Skip Felagr - The Wirral Ship Fellowship) will be holding their 
annual Viking festival of re-enactments & demonstrations at one more venue: 

 
Saturday & Sunday 12th & 13th August         Upton Viking Festival. 
Venue: Warwick Park, Upton, Wirral 
Come and see the harsh realities of life for Wirral’s Hiberno-Norse Vikings & their 
Saxon neighbours. The Festival consists of Viking re-enactment, Craft stalls and 
attractions, Children’s fair. 
FREE ENTRY 
 
 
 
 

15th - 17th September 2023   in Liverpool 
 

The Church in North West Britain and its Connections 
 

(The Society for Church Archaeology Annual Conference 2023) 
 

The society’s conferences are open to all and anyone interested is welcome to 
participate.  
It starts with a keynote lecture on the Friday evening at the University of Liverpool, 
has papers all day on Saturday at the metropolitan cathedral, and has a fieldtrip to 
Norton Priory on the Sunday.  
NB I can’t find the full programme or booking details yet (as at 15th June). 
https://www.churcharchaeology.org/conferences  
 
 
 
 

PLEASE contact Sue with information about online resources and talks that you 
think other MAS members might be interested in. 

 
Apologies for slightly later than usual Bulletin- I was working on a fieldwork project for 4 weeks. 

 
Sue.Stallibrass@liverpool.ac.uk 3rd   August 2023 


