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Formation of the Merseyside Archaeological Society 
During the winter and spring of 1975/76, a number of professional 
archaeologists and amateurs attending evening classes became increasingly 
aware · of the absehce of an archaeological society within the new Metro
politan County of Merseyside, or for that matter any person or organis
ation who would be the obvious focal point for such activities. '!his 
unfortunate situation meant that very little was being done to record 
and investigate archaeological sites threatened by building operations -
both large industrial and small housing developments - or by the many 
roads and motorways linking Merseyside with cities and other areas of 
commercial activity. 

'lhe first of two such examples of the destruction of archaeologically 
important sites within the new County in 1976 was a previously undis
turbed moated site at Halewood, where a party of volunteer diggers, 
mostly from the University Archaeological Society, arrived more or less 
in the wake of the bulldozers (pp 5-10). This site would probably have 
been very rewarding to investigate and could have yielded much useful 
infonnation on a type of site about which we know very little. It was 
directly after Halewood that a meeting was held on 25th March, 1976, at 
which the Merseyside Archaeological Society was launched, and a Steering 
Committee was fonned. 

'lhe second potentially important site destroyed in 1976 was at Wavert:ree, 
where a large housi~ development was undertaken (pp 11-12) in the area 
adjacent to 'Urn Mount' where the Bronze Age urns were discovered in 
1867. With the north west lacking so much in known finds or sites of 
the prehistoric period, an opportunity to make an extensive investigation 
of the site would have been very valuable. 

A small group from the Steering Committee and members of the University of 
Liverpool Students' Archaeological Society spent several weekends carrying 
out an exploratory excavation on the site. 'lhe proposed development 
covered such a large area, however, that anything meaningful, other than 
further stray finds, would have involved the stripping of a very large 
area: such man-power and backup organisation was unfortunately lacking. 

When the intended development of the New Crown Courts in South Castle 
Street, Liverpool, became known, the Steering Committee decided to take 
positive action to try to avoid a repetition of the two previous events. 
A grant was obtained at short notice from the Department of the Environment. 
'lhe Property Services Agency, and the contractors, Messrs. Tysons, kindly 
gave their permission for an excavation to take place during a six-week 
period in August and September, 1976. 'lhe interim report of this excavation 
appears on pages lJ-16. 

On October 26th, 1976, a Consultative Meeting was held to discuss with 
interested local bodies, other societies, planning departments, etc., the 
fonnation of the proposed Archaeological Society for Merseyside. '!his 
very helpful and instructive meeting resulted in the fonnal inauguration 
of the Society on December 4th, 1976. 
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Since then the Society has completed a survey of the Frave monum ents in 
St . Mary ' s churchyard , Birkenhead, in advance of land scapin~ of the area. 
Undoubtedly , the most significant achievement of the Society , to date, 
is its negotiations with the Department of the Environment , Merseyside 
County Museun1s and the County Planning Department , which resulted in the 
arpointment of an archaeological fjeld officer for the County , based at 
the Univers ity of Liverpool , thi s appointment to comm ence in October , 
}077 

It is hoped that the Society will continue its work in the County , co
operating on all sides with the variety of professionals connected with 
the archaeoloi!cy of Merseyside . 

It would not · be fitting to conclude without mentioning one person in 
particular , Keith Myers , our former Acting Secretary . \'Ii thout his hard 
work and enthusiasm the Society would probably not have come into being. 
It is unfortunate that he was not to see the fnlit of his efforts , as he 
left Merseyside just before the first Annual General f>!eeting on ApriJ 
JOth , 1977 , to take up a new a?pointment in Reading , Berkshire. 

jJ . T ' . r . Horgan. 

Ha lewood - the secti on dr awn in f:ig . I+ anc'l part of the sand.st one l i ninF, . 
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Moated Site at Halewood 
The History of the Site. 

The site involved was at Yew Tree House, Higher Road, Halewood, (SJ48NW15 
at 44o,5822). 'Henry II afforested Halewood, placing in defence all 
Halewood between the Fla.xpool and the Quintbridge. In 1203, King John 
granted Hale with Halewood to Richard of Meath, one of the clerks of the 
exchequer, but this was probably only as hunting rights were reserved. 
In 1334, and for long after, Halewood was pa.rt of the hunting zone tog
ether with Simonswood, Smeedon, Toxteth and Croxteth - the full legal 
forest of I.a.ncaster. '!he date of disafforestation is vague but probably 
occurred before the end of the 14th century.' (The Royal Forest of 
Iancaster, by R. Cunliffe Shaw). 

Fig. 1 Tithe Map 184o 

'!he earliest map showing the site that has so far been traced is a tithe · 
map of 9th March, 184o, in the Preston Record Office, (Figure 1). In 
the Articles and Agreements the landowner is recorded as John Tarleton 
and the occupier as 'lhomas Atherton. Only three sides of the moat are 
marked with double lines. The layout of the boundaries of 279 on the 
tithe map led Peter Davey to suggest that there might well have been an 
extension of the moat southwards. It was too late for us to check this 
as the foundations for two houses and the access road had already been 
built in this area. However, some corroboration comes from a conversation 
we had with the Hi•mac driver. He told us that when he was putting in: 
the drains for these houses he had gone through a ditch like that on the 
east side of the moat, (ie. about 2 metres deep), with the same soft dark 
fill. It lay approximately on a line joining the front of Yew Tree House 
and the large tree in the garden of the next house in Higher Road. 



Fjg,2, OS 6" Map lRhO, 
lanes. Sheet 114 

Fi q; • 1, Of 2 5" Ma T) 1 P.OJ • 
Innes. Sheet CYTV 1~ 

Investirat50n 0f th~ Site. 
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Three sides of the moat are aJso 
m::i.r.ked on the m:; 6" Ma:r of 1849, 
(F'i.B;UT'R 2), 'l11L (\ Q, 25" sheet. 0f 
1891 shows pa.rt of the west side of 
the moat open (Figure 3). This 
latter is also marked on the OS 611 

sheets of 1.G25 and 1938. The site 
was first recorded by the Ordnance 
Survey Archaeolog-ical Division in 
1916. The entry for the site also 
rec~nls that the moat was filled in 
before 1925. 

House 

Outline nl.anninP" "'"'~rtni c;si.~n fnr the site was p.-i ven in 1974, but detailed 
!'11a.nnjnrr T1eYTT1 i ssion w::ts not P.'iven nntil 1G?6, v.' ork must have bep.:un on the 
site aJmost immeniatP.ly because by th~ 2nrl March all trees and hedges had 

h~en p-rubbPd out ann lartre a.mounts of tonsoil had already been moved about. 
I t was ton late f 0r anv invP~tjaation of the interior of the moaten area 
to take rlar, ~ ~o work was concentrated on locating the northenl sectjon of 
the moat a.nil nn recom 5 nv: the evidence from the mechanical sections l<indly 
-'!up.- for us by ~: impev ' s . 

.• 
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Mechanical Sections 

1. Mr. Simpson of Yew Tree House told us that in a section put through by the Hi-mac machine at his instigation on the south side of the moat towards the S.W. corner, the moat was stone lined on sides and base, that the bottom of the moat had been filled with black hWRic material as in 2 below, and included some timbers of considerable size. He showed us two oak beams that he had removed. 'lbese have been sectioned by the Biology Department of Liverpool Polytechnic who are carrying out a three year research programme to build up a dendrochronological table for the North West. Mr. Simpson made no mention of any other finds like those which occurred in large numbers in section 2. 

2. (See Plan, Figure 5 and Section, Figure 4). This was put through on the south side of th·e moat across the line of the access road. 'lbe fill was of a very mixed rubble, red brick near the top, yellow clay and loam mixed, very sticky bit much relatively recent building debris. Both sides of the moat were lined with roughly faced sandstone, no mortar, for about J metres to the base of the moat which was cut into natural yellow clay. At the bottom for about half a metre the moat was filled with very black humic material, vegetation, and general debris of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This included many glass and stoneware bottles, harness and plough equipment, leather shoes, belts and straps. 

/: : : ... ~ / sand ~Jou ~I 
~ ~ ot1y 1ayr s • stone 

~ 
, 

· c1 sandy 1011 •Y 
~ 
~ organic 

c • cer11tc 

b • bottle 

I• ntaJ 
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J. (See Plan, Fig. 4). 'Ibis was put through on the west side of the 
moat across the line of the access road. 'Ibis section was of a very 
different character. Al though some very loose red sandstone :rubble 
appeared on the east side of the section, there was nothing like the 
deliberate stone lining of the section on the south side. '!be fill 
was of a very clean loamy nature. No finds were noted. '!be final 
section was shallower and considerably greater in width than that on 
the south side. It was cut into natuml clay. '!be Hi-mac driver 
couented that the feel of the fill was quite different from that in 
section 2 and that it was much softer and looser. 

J(a)Two weeks later the Hi-118.c driver removed another J metre wide section 
through the west side of the moat iJIJlediately to the south of section 
J. 'Ibis had the s&11e general features. We observed two field drains 
low down in the section; from the half metre of fill below these came 
two rim sherds and one base sherd of manganese pottery, early 18th 
century in date. 

Investigation of the rest of the site 

Because it wa.e too late for any investigation of the interior of the moated 
area to take place we do not know whether it originally contained a 
building or not. 'lbe movement of the topsoil had, however, :revealed a T
shaped drain {see Plan). It consisted of a scoop in the soil lined with 
rubbly sa.ndstone wi t.'i a. cap~inJ of ·i re-:;3 .::t:i. r.andstone slabs. '1be junction 
of the drain lay approximately in the centre of the moated area. We traced 
the western area. am to where it mn into the westem side of the moat. 'lbe 
eastern ann of the drain was cut by a brick built structure associated with 
the farm. The southern am of the drain stopped short of the stone lined 
eeotion on the south side of the moat, but was apparently linked to it by 
a clay filled dmin, We located the north side of the moat and the approx
imate length, width and position of the N.W. corner {See Fig. 4). The whole 
area was very much disturt>ed because of the movement of the heavy machinery 
on the site. '1be fill of the ditches at the edges was dark b.lt most of the 
width in the areas we looked at wae sealed by a layer of clay. Th.is had 
occurred reoently because beneath it were such things as chicken wire. 
From the dark fill about half a metre below the then aurfaoe came a r1.JI 
sherd of 16th oentury date. Even this layer, however, was disturbed as it 
also contained l?th and 18th century lll8.terial. We still have no positive 
evidence for the exact position of the east side of the moat. 

Cqnclua!ona 

We have no evidence for the use of the site, or of a.ny buildings which 
might have been associated with it. From evidence tound at similar sitee 
in tne north weat we could expeot the moat to have been dug origin&lly in 
the 14th or l.5th centuries, but we h&ve no evidence as yet for this froa 
H&lowood. 'tbe eP.:t'lie1:1t ma teria.l we found was a rim aherd of the 16th 
oentury, ~t there waa a number of sherds of late l?th or ea.rly lBth 
oent\lry pottery, 'lhe va.st bulk of the finds however, was of late 19th 
and early 2oth century date, W lkinc the site and inspection of the eoil 
dumps failed to produce any medieval finds. 
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The presence of 19th century clay field drains near the bottom of the 
wert side of the moat left only half a metre of apparently undisturbed 
fill. The stone lined section on the south side of the moat we looked 
at, is the section left open until the 1920 ' s . It was presumably a 
19th century recutting of the moat, as it is considerably narrower than 
the other two sides of tile moat which we located. The edge of the 
original moat may have been where the sandstone drain ended but this 
was not checked. 

Implications of this site for the future 

The archaeological importance of this site , a previously undisturbed 
moated site, has already been pointed out (P. J) . Enough time lapsed 
between the granting of outline planning pennission and detailed planning 
permission to have allowed adequate investigation before disturbance of 
the site had taken place. It is quite unrealistic to expect the sort of 
evidence needed to build up records of life and past environments on 
Merseyside to be found on an already disturbed site. It is also totally 
unfair to whoever has been given permifision to develop a site to upset 
their work schedules to allow last minute retrieval of evidence. 

Merseyside has until recently lacked any organised archaeological organ
isation and manpower. Recent developments are therefore most welcome 
particularly when linked to the i ncreasing official and public consciousness 
concerning archaeology. 

We have not such a wealth of archaeological sites on Merseyside that we can 
afford to let those remaining slip quietly into the hands of the developers 
without investigating them first. 
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Excavations at Wavertree, March 1976. 

Archaeological History of the Site 

In June and July, 186?, a Bronze A~e site was discovered during excava
tions for the drains and foundations of the house later known as 'Urn 
Mount', now 29 and Jl North Drive, Wavertree. (SJJ9148977). Eight 
cordoned urns were found, six of which were destroyed by the workmen 
at the time. The survivinp; two were given to the Liverpool Free Museums. 
A flint scraper and an arrowhead from the site also survive, and a 
number of worked flints were reported as found close to the urns. The 
finds were made to the south and south east of the house and within it. 
(Ecroyd Smith, 1867). The rest of the site was thoroughly trenched by 
Henry Ecroyd Smith, then curator of the Museum - -

' ••• trenches were taken in breadths of about eight feet and 
were carried down to the rock, which was reached at a depth 
varying from 3 - 5 feet but on this side (the north) no traces 
of any artificial disturbances of the virgin soil below the 
cultivated surface appeared, with the exception of a block of 
sandstone about a foot cube, which bears longitudinal groovings 
at irregular dis tancen .' ( Ecroyd Smith, 1867) • 

Excavation 

Early in March, 1976, it was reported that housing development was being 
undertaken on Sandown Fieldi:;, the open area to the north of 'Urn Mount'. 
It seemed advisable that a small area in the immediately adjacent area 
should be examined for evidence of any other prehistoric activity peri
pheral to the burial site, before the contractors started work. 

A small area 8m x 4m was stripped of turf by the constructors on the site, 
who were laying roads and inserting drains. A trial section done by 
machine showed the depth of soil above the natural red sandstone to be 
only approximately 40-60cm, adjacent to the area to be examined. In the 
first 30-40cm. excavated, an old hed~e line (established as the original 
boundary of the garden of 'Urn Mount' from Ecroyd Smith's plan of the 
site) and a number of shallower transverse slots running east-west were 
visible. These linear features were only 8-lOcm. deep in the clean sandy 
soil beneath the black field soil, and had disappeared by an excavated 
depth of approximately 35cm. They are ~ossibly to be interpreted as 
vestigial plough marks. The 1845 6" Ordnance Survey of the area shows 
it as open fields and there are verbal reports from local people who 
remember it as :;>loughed farmland. No other features were apparent. 

It seems likely that Sand.own Fields has been thoroughly disturbed by 
ploughing and by levelling for the tennis courts and playing fields, as 
relatively recent pottery was found, mixed with 18th and 19th century 
sherds, throughout the depth of the excavation until a sterile sub-soil 
was reached.. It is possible that some prehistoric features cut into 
the bedrock might have ~urvivect but only large scale area excavation 
could reveal this. TI-le site is now in the garden plot of a detached 
house. 
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niE FINDS 

Most of the pottery was recent in date covering a period from the 18th 
century to the present day. Two clay pipe stems of 7/64 bore diameter 
could indicate a slightly earlier date, late 17th - 18th century, but 
taken in isolation are not conclusive. A f~ent of medieval jug or 
flagon handle, found in context with 19th century pottery,was the 
earliest evidence of occupation on the site. A number of flint frag
ments were found but none of these showed any signs of worlting. As 
all the finds were in effect unstra.tified, only the medieval f~ent 
is described below as being of particular interest for its own sake. 

References 

carter, c., 1930 

Ecroyd Smith, H., 

Gill Chitty. 

Flint Arrowheads in Liverpool Museums, North West 
Naturalist, Sept. 1930, V. No.J, 144-4, 147. 
1867, An Ancient British Cemetery at Wavertree, 
Trans.Lancashire and Cheshire Historic Society, 
20, 131-.46. 

Fragment of Medieval Potte:ry, Wavertree, Merseyside 

Upper portion of a strap handle. Coarse gritty fabric, with 2mm 
average ~uartz and black inclusions. Reduced medium grey core 
(5 Y 5/1 , oxidised exterior (7.5 YR 6/6). Yellowish-green glaze 
(5 Y 5/6 on the upper surface between the 'straps'. 
'!his type of fabric is quite a common find on sites in the south 
Lancashire/Cheshire area and was probably manufactured in that region. 
13th - 14th century. 
Specific colours as ~iven are from the Munsell Color Charts. 

D. E. M. Morgan. 

Actual Size 
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South Castle Street 1976 · Interim Report 
'!he Site 

Liverpool•s medieval castle fonnerly stood on the site of Derby Square. 
By the eighteenth century it had been replaced by St. George's Church, 
commenced in 1726 and completed in 1734. At the turn of the last century 
(1899-19) the church was demolished and the castle site used to house the 
Queen Victoria Memorial. 

'!he Excavation 

'!he proposal to begin work on the city's new Crown Courts by September 
1976 threatened a large area immediately south of the castle and over
lying modern South Castle Street - the route of the earlier Pool Lane. 

In the absence of a professional rescue archaeology unit on Merseyside 
excavation of part of the threatened area was undertaken by the embryonic 
Merseyside Archaeological Society with the backing of Merseyside County 
Museums and a generous emergency grant of £1,000 from the Department of 
the Environment. Diggers were volunteers drawn from the Society, from 
the Worker's F.ducational Association and extra-mural classes and from the 
archaeology departments of Liverpool and some other Universities. As 
the excavation coincided with the hottest summer weather on record and 
finished, ironically, in exceptionally heavy rain, their stamina was to 
be commended. '!he excavation had the help and co-operation of several 
bodies including the contractors, W. Tysons, the City Surveyol'l!I, the GPO, 
and the Institute of Extension Studies, who made available equipment and 
other facilities. 

With only six weeks available for work an area 30 metres by 16 metres was 
opened at the northern end of South Castle Street {MapSJ)4J19019) in the 
hopes of finding the medieval road thought to have run from the castle 
to the pool, together with any buildings which may have stood alongside 
it. (The modern road was flanked by the bombed remains of shops and ware
houses whose rubble filled cellars appeared to have been cut into rock and 
would have been too costly and time-consuming to clear.) 

Before proper excavation could begin five successive road surfaces had to 
be lifted and a whole network of tramlines burned through. The melting 
tannac, twisted metal and hundreds of granite sets were enough to dismay 
even the most stout-hearted and were all the more galling because clearing 
them wasted a week of work and took nearly half the grant in plant hire. 

A sewer trench 3.45 metres wide and over 3 metres deep ran down the eastern 
side of the site and had also to be investigated before further work could 
proceed. 

Structures and Finds 

'!he lowest road was found to be laid directly on natural sandstone -
the castle had been built on a rocky outcrop which had been levelled on 
its demolition. Only structures cut into the rock had survived this 
levelling. '!here were no traces of a medieval road nor of any medieval 
buildings. 
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'Ihe earliest feature encountered was the lo"er part of a di tch sys t em of 
mid-seventeenth century date, almos t certainly part of earthwor~ defences , 
cons tructed durin.g the Civil War. Cf the other feature s many appeared to 
be associated with the market which was held in the area after the Civil 
War and which remained there until the building of St. George's Church. 
'Ihe most interesting structures ioentifi ed were the cellars of the fish 
market, -part of a wooden lock-up or bridewell, the s ite of the s tocks 
(which ~ave their name to the market) and traces of actual marke t stalls . 

The fish market in particul ar pr oduced thouP.and s of finds . The cellars 
were full of oyster, cockl e and limpe t shells , animal bones , po ttery, clay 
pipes, wine bottles and window i;i:lass - the debris of an ei~hteenth century 
equivalent of a Liverpool fi sh and chip shop . 

Amon~ the animal bones in the main nemolition layer of the fi sh market 
were the remains of cows, pigs, sheep and chickens, two cats, a rodent, 
two pupr>ies, an egg, a horse and a sparrowhawk. 

Fragments of pottery from the fish market, lock-up and stocks s i t e fitted 
each other, demonstrating that the whole area had been flattened and cleare1 
at the ' same time, sometime between 1729 and the ccnsecration of the nearby 
St. George's Church 17)4. 

'Ihe next step 

'Ihe importance of the finds ln addition to providing a starting point for 
any future archaeoloeical research, is the picture they give of seventeenth 
and eighteenth century Liverpool, at a time when the town was on the eve 
of its great expansion. '!he pottery alone had come not only from places like 
Staffordshire and Devon but from as far afield as Spain, Germany, Italy and 
even China, 

'Ihe importance of the excavation - the fi rs t in Liverpool ~:;ince the excava
tion of ~'lest Derby Castle in 1927 - is that it has clearly ~hown the arch
aeological potential of the old heart of Liverpool. It sugrests that the 
next step should be a comprehensive archaeological implications survey of 
the whole of early Liv~r:!}ool in order to locate sites for future excavations . 

Teter !Javey . 

-. 
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Fig. 1. View of the site showing features of the market area including the 
bridewell and the site of the stocks. 

Fig. 2 South Castle Street : Cellars of the Fish Market. 
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South Castle Street 1976 : some of the finds. 

Fig. 3 . Slipware cups - eighteenth century 

Fig. 4 Fragments of Delft ware. 

Fig. 5. Delft ware counters. 
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Graveyard Survey, St Mary's, Birkenhead. 

In March and April, 1977, the Society carried 0ut a full survey of the 
~raveyarn 0f St M~ry's Church, Pri0rv Road, Bir~enhead. 

St Ma.cy'f:, built between 1810 8.n<'l 182J ,wai:; r'!esicmec'l by Thomas Rickman. It 
was declared redundant in 1974. 0win~ to the im'lossi bi l i. ty of maintaininF 
the fabric of the building because of the declining conf-reaation and the 
p0Rition in the middle of a new industrial estate. The Church is curr
ently being demolished and wa$ recorded photographically by Merseyside 
County Museums in J975. 

St Mary's lies partly on the site of a Benedictine priory founded there 
in the twelfth century, parts of whieh still stand and are open to the 
public. As part of a scheme to develop the medieval site, it was pro
posed to remove or bury all the ~rave stones in the ~raveyard to the 
north of the church. 'Ihis area only represents a fraction of the 
fonner graveyarrl which 1iPs also to the south of the church, where the 
monastic burial ground was sited. 'Ihis part of the site is now occupied 
by Cammell I.airi Shipyar.r:Js and no record was made of its destruction. 

A survey was therefore proposed to record all the surviving grave monu
ments in thP. area to the north of the church and in the cloisters to the 
west, also to assess the extent of disturbance of the monastic site. 
'Ihe C.B.A. record. in~ system was adopted for the grave monuments in a 
slightly adapten fo:rmat on an A4 sheet for easier use in the field. 
'Ihe infonnation elicited about each monument included dimensions (with 
a Rketch plan), inscription, decoration, orientation, type of stone and 
general condition. Each monument received a serial number, was marked 
0n a master , 1an an~ photographed. A total of nearly JOO grave monuments 
was recorded, varying in compleYity from a simple tile edged surround to 
the Laird family monument of eJaborate nolished granite construction. 
'Ihe earliest memorials are flat ::-,andstone slabs of the early eighteenth 
century; however, the majority fall into the period 1830-90 with a few 
later exam~les. The most common fonn is the flat 6 x J feet grave slab 
of red sandstone, sometimes with the namP.s of a whole family of eight or 
nine indjviduals commemorated 0n it. Upright memorials are less common 
and nP.arly always in a WOI'$e condjtion as they have lacked the protection 
0f a cover of turf and suffered from severe wind erosion. ni.e most 
elaborate monuments lie in the cloister area and are not threatened by 
the development project . 

The type of information recnrded on the stone varies in content. Name, 
age and date of death are almost invariable, but some contain useful data 
regarding the origin$ of the family, occupations, official positions , 
addresses and causes of death (often abroad). At present no attempt 
has been made to process this data in any way as it represents an in
complete record of the burial$ made by that community (owing to the loss 
of a lar~e proportion of the site ) and the results may be very misleading. 
'Ihe registers of the church have still to bP. checked in detail against 
the recorded information but in the 1850's they show that some five 
hundred were takin~ place every year. In this light the 1500 or so 
burials recorded by the survey represents a very inadequate proportion 
of the community for statistical anaJysis. 
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Taking into account the areas thoroughly disturbed by grave digging, the 
building of the church and the reparation of the priory building it is 
apparent that the only area of the monastic site relatively undisturbed 
lies beneath the pathway leading from Priory Road to the south of the 
church. 'Ibis area is indicated on the map. It is suggested that should 
any of the development proposals affect this area it should if possible ' 
be excavated and certainly closely observed and recorded. 

I am very grateful to all the members of the Society who spent many 
Sundays in very poor weather recording the site. In particular I should 
like to thank Mr. W. C. Billington, the Warden of the Chapel, for all his 
help and co-operation; Mr. s. E. Gray of the Church Commissioners and 
Mr. B. Ba.mes of the Wirral Leisure Services Department for their penniss
ion to carry out the survey and providing plans and infonnation about the 
site and Mr. P. Phillips of the Geology Department, Merseyside County 
Museums for identifying the stones. 

'!be recording sheets and photographs have been deposited in the Merseyside 
County Museums. A list of the inscriptions will be abstracted and deposited 
with the Wirral Leisure Services Department and the Society of Genealogists 
in London. 
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Ancient Meols. 

A Collection of Finds from the Cheshire Shore in Merseyside County Museums 

History of The Collection 

During the 19th century, on the west coast of Wirral, the sea began to 
erode away the occupation levels of an abandoned settlement at Dove Point, 
near Hoylake. The site was at that time covered by sand dunes, but as 
these were gradually washed away, a considerable number of artefacts of a 
variety of periods were uncovered on the beach. Between 1817 and 1920 a 
group of local antiquarians made large collections of the finds and these 
eventually found their way into local museums. Liverpool Museum recei~ 
four groups of material. In 1867, Joseph Mayer gave his large collection 
which included finds from Meols acquired between 1846 and 1859. Henry 
Ecroyd Smith's collection was offered for sale in 1874 for £200. The 
other two smaller groups were Charles Roeder's gift of 1901, which con
tained a few items from the Cheshire Shore, and the collection of the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, given in 1914. Nothing 
identifiable has survived from the latter two collections and large sections 
of the two major collections also appear to have been lost as a result of 
the fire which destroyed the Museum in 1941. It is only recently that the 
objects have been recognised as part of the Mayer and Ecroyd Smith collec
tions, as nearly all the objects lost their identifying numbers and some 
of the catalogues which would have enabled their re-identification were 
also destroyed. This work therefore owes a great deal to the 19th century 
publications of Rev. Abraham Hume and Henry Ecroyd Smith whose careful 
researches and full illustrations are frequently the only surviving record. 

Other groups of material are in the Grosvenor Museum, Chester (Potter and 
Longueville Collections), in Warrington Museum and in the Williamson Art 
Gallery and Museum, Birkenhead. Some small collections still remain in 
private hands. 

This catalogue is arranged chronologically and it includes only the metal~ 
work and coins which are dealt with separately. Ecroyd Smith's large 
collection of clay pipes is omitted as it is of sufficient importance to 
deserve a paper to i tself. 

We would like to express our gratitude to Professor Michael Dolley for his 
enthusiasm and advice on the Meols coins. Thanks are also due to Dr. G. 
Lloyd Morgan, Grosvenor Museum, Chester; Mr. A. Leigh, Warrington Museum 
and Mr. E. V. Forrest, Williamson Art Gallery and Museum, Birkenhead, for 
their co-operation and help. 
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HISTORY OF THE SITE 

'!be position of the deserted village at Meols was in the past a key site 
for trading down the Dee and Mersey estuaries and with Ireland. 'Ihe Hoyle 
or High lake, now much silted and very shallow in parts, was once an 
important deep water channel for the navigation of the sand banks along 
the coast. 'Ihe objects discovered from the site show an almost continuous 
occupation of the area from prehistoric times onwards when the marshes, 
shallow water and sandy beaches would have provided a thinly wooded area, 
rich in wild life and sui table for clearance and settlement. Although 
there is no evidence of Roman occupation nearer than Hilbre Island, num
erous coins and pieces of metalwork, but very little pottery, attest a 
population absorbing some influences from the Roman town at Chester and 
probably trading there. Sub-Roman metalwork (Bu'lock 1960,J-5) confirms 
some continuity of activity on the site and the considerable proportion of 
middle and late Saxon objects amongst the Mayer and Potter Collections 
(Bu'lock 1960,5-14) may be taken to indicate a settlement of some substance 
in the pre-conquest period. 

'!be Hiberno-Norse elements in some of the Potter Collection metalwork 
(Bu'lock 1960, 14-20) would seem to indicate that the influences of Norse 
settlers was reaching Meols in the 9th and lOth centuries, probably from 
Ireland, as one might expect both from the position of the site and the 
historical evidence, (Wai nwright 1975,63-129). Despite the derivation 
of the place name Meols (from the Norse melr - sand dune), it seems un
likely that there was actually a Norse colony at Meols. '!be local pop
ulation seems to have absorbed the changes with littlenoticeabledisturb
ance, retaining its local character (eg. Cat. No. 13, - a ringheaded pin 
of Irish influence but of rather poor local manufacture.) 

-

·' ( 



21 

The pro~perity of thP village from this period into post-conquest times 
11\a.y be connected with the P.stablishment of the shrine of St. Hildeburgha 
on Hilbre Island (HildeburRheye). Durin~ the early medieval period · 
Hilbre developed a~ a ~mall pilgrim~e cPntre of our Lady of Hilbre, 
atte~ted by a large number of pilgrims'badges and token $ from the ~ite 
(Hume, 1863, Pl.2?). 'lbere is evidence of widely dispersed contacts 
all over Mercia and beyonn. Thf' mj nts of the Saxcm, Norman and medieval 
coins include Yor~, Canterbury, Lei cester, Winchester, London, Hereford 
and Dublin, and the pilgrim badges originate not only from the , opular 
English pilgrimagP. centreP but also from the continent (eg. from the 
Shrine of Our lady of Roe Amad 0 1Jr, Aqui taine). lhe village at Meo ls 
undoubtenly benefited from the increased numbers of visitor~ to Hilbre. 
'!he gradual shift in the po ~ ition of the settlement towards the Dee 
mouth, as indi~a+,e,, by the finds of the early medieval ?eriod , may have 
been ~timulatP.r ejther by the proximity of HilbrP and the flow of 
vi d tl"I~ and trade u .... and ,, ""'n the Dee, or by some environmenta 1 factor 
$UCh a~ the ~hiftinp. ~anrl dune$. !hen tn the 14th century, at some reriod 
i.n the rPt~$ 0f Edw~rr II (110?) and Edwa!"i III (1327-1)77), the coastal 
settlement appear"' to have been 0verwhelmed by the sea and sand. Jt ha::; 
been ~ugge~t~~ that the village ~a$ inundaten during heavy storms , that 
it was suddenly denopulated by di sease or tl-iR+ ~t was grad.1Jally ~han~<:>nP.,, 
4 ,.. -f'avmir nf ;:i t-r<>ri~,,P' c:-it"' ne::t.ri:>r thP Dee mouth. The quantity of finds; 
C('lin!"', ,iewellry, belt fttt'lnfr~ , pins, 1eatherwork belts and shoes, wooden 
v~ssels and artefacts, P.eemR t o indicate a r>ros:rierous community RU'1.den1y 
abandoned TRther than a ~r8.rlua1 drift of r.onulation to another Rite. 'Ihe 
number of coins rlropP Ruddenly, from ~enr)r III (72 coins) and Edward I 
and II (70 coins) to Edwarr3 III (6 coins). 

'!here are however, some curious anoT'lalies in the naturP. of the material 
which ~r.e nifficult t " ~y~1~in. There is a surpr1sin~ lack of pottery 
of al 1 perion$. This ma:v i.nriicate a much P.'rP.ater use of wooden and leather 
VP.SsP.lP nr that such yiottP.ry as was uncovered was not of interest to the 
19th century collectr"'.'S. lhis Jat+P.r ex~lanation is doubtful as some 
collectors do record finding sherr'!s occasionally. Ecroyd Smith 's 
catalopi1P. includes 'ei~hty-one f:ramnAnts of pottery , mostly medieval, 
two or three f-ra.i;mtents of Roman red glazed ware and of l?th and 18th -
century English.' Unfortunately, this has been lost or destroyed. There 
is ~lso a very large number of O"Qss bow bolts of a type usually said 
to have been URPd in battle for perforating heavy armour rather ~han for 
huntinB. Other eyamples of these bolts come from castles and defended 
medieval sites and it is diff~cu1t to eY~lain their rresence at Meols. 
The most characterjstic finds from the site are small metal belt fittings• 
buckJ_es, hasp$., stuns, fastenings and ornaments for leather belts or 
hat"I'lesses, of which several thousand have been discovered. It has bP.en 
su~gPsted that the source of many of these small pieces of persona! · 
ornament may be the burial ~lace of the settlement . In support of th~s 
there is a report made tn the first half of the 19th century that 'a 
graveyard had. been found at low water of spring tides, at a considerable 
dtstance from the shore , where turf and timber were also found' (Hume, 
1847,25), and also the finding of a thirteenth century grave slab in 
the embankment at Meals in 1920 (Cheshire Sheaf , March, 1920,23). 
A,gainst this explanation, however, is an almost com~lete absence of 
human remains from the site, although animal bones have been recovered 
in large quantities. 
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There are few reliable accounts of the settlement structures uncovered at 
Meols. Although the precise area is not clearly stated, one report refers 
clearly to rectangular stake built buildings with wattle and daub walls, 
superimposed on circular huts of much earlier date, separated by some depth 
of stratification {Cox, 1894,4J). More recently, there a.re verbal reports 
that before the last war it was still possible to see the stake outlines 
ot rectangular structures protruding through the sand below high water mark. 
fart of the site may still be preserved beneath the sand ba.nks behind the 
sea wall. 

Short of excavation, the conclusions which have been drawn from the miscell
aneous collections of finds from the site can only be tentative. Hume's 
original publication still remains the major work on the Meols village site . 
and it is fitting to finish with his own words -

"In fine, here is a collection of which more than three thousand objects 
exist, such as contributed to almost every convenience and purpose of 
human life, and yet it embraces articles whose ages differ at least seven
teen hundreds years. It is surely deserving of a careful examination and 
description ••• " (Hume, 186),61) . 

... ... 

,_.: • ·..'! ., t 

Meols - The ?;ubmerged Forest in 191J. 

-. 
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THE METALWORK 

'Ihe Catalop:ue is arranged chronoloRically. A descri~tion and the 
dimensions of each object are followed by published references and 
any comparable mater1al. Tne final number is the Museum accession 
number, (e~. M41')6: Mayer Collection; 18.11.?4: Ecroyd Smith Coll
ection). Where it has not proved possible to re-identify old numbers, 
a new ninnin~ number has been ass1~ned arbitrar.ily (e~. C~J). 

'IhP. following abbreviations are used in the text of thP. cataJoi;rue. A 
full b1blio~taphy of the published references to the site wilJ be founn 
at the end of the article. 

L. - Lenp,;th W. - Width D. - Diameter cm. - Centimetre· 

~-

Arch.Camb. 

Bu'lock, 1960 

II 1972 

Bushe-FoY., 1916 

Cunliffe, 1976 

Ecroyn Smith, 1865 

Ecroyd Smith, 1866 

Hume, 1863 
Inv. Sen. 
Lon.Mus.Cat. 
Med.Arch. 

Oxon. -
~~oc. Ant. Scot. 
Trans.Hist. 3oc. 
Lancs.Ches. 
Trans.Essex Arch. 
Soc. 
Wil::-an, l 96LJ. 

Archaeologia: Society of Antiquaries of London, 
Proceedin~s. 
Archaeologia Cambrensis: Cambrian Archaeological 
Society , Transactions. 
J. D. Bu'lock, The Celtic, Saxon, and Scandinavian 
Settlement at Meols in Wirral. -
Trans.Hist.Sec.Lancashire Cheshire, ]12(1960):1-28 
J. D. Bu'lock, Pre-Conquest Cheshire: J8J-1066 AD. 
Cheshire Community Council. 1972. 
J. P. Bushe-FoY, '!bird Report on the Excavations on 
the site of the Roman town at Wroxeter, Shropshire, 
1914. Society of Antiquaries. 1916. 
B. Cunliffe, Excavations at Porchester Castle I, 
Roman. Thames and Hudson. 1976. 
Produce of the Cheshire Shore . Trans.Hist. Sec. 
Lancashire Cheshire, 18: 203-288. 
Produce of the Cheshire Shore . Trans.Hist.Sec. 
Tancashire Cheshire, 19: 176-188. 
A. Hume, Metallic Ornaments and Attachments to 
Leather. Trans.Hist.Sec.Lancashire Cheshire, 
14:(1862) 129-166. 
A. Hume, Ancient Meols, 1863. 
Inventorium Sepulchrale, Rev. Bryan Faussett, 1865. 
Medieval Catalogue, London Museum, 1940. 
Medieval Archaeology: Journal for the Society for 
Medieval Archaeology. 
Oxoniensa: Transactions of the Oxfordshire Archaeological 
Society. 
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland 
Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshfure. 
Transactions of the Essex Archaeological Society 

D. i·.' ils0n, Catalogue of the Antiguaries of the Later 
Saxon Period: I Anglo Saxon Ornamental Metalwork, 
700-1100. British Museum, 1964. 
w. T. WainwriRht (ed. H. Finberg). Scandinavian 
England. 
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1. nint scraper. Mesolithic • . 6ooo-JOOO BC. Lt 9ca. Wt l.8ca. 
Bought Woodruff' Collection. 

42.1?.28? (rig.l.) 

2. Dra.goneeque fibula, without pin, very corroded. Roaan. 2nd Century. 
Bronze. Lt 4.4ca. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. III lo. 8. 
et. aiahe-Jl'ox, 1916, Pl. XVI 1'o. 9. 

MS66? (Pig.l.) 

J. Pin with wire sh&f't and glass head. Roaan. Bronze. La 4.4..Sca. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. XXIII Ro. J. 
et. .Q!gn. XIV, Pl. II AI. 

K.5?98 (rig.l.) 

4. Pin with spherical head, grooved line around circuaference. Roaan. 
Bronze. La 4.?.Sca. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. XXIII lo. 4 
M.5800 (Pig.l.) 

.5· Pin, piritora head, Bha.f't swells slightly before tapering to toot. 
late Saxon. 8th - 9th century. Bronze. Lt 4.,5ca. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. XXIII lo • .5. 
cf. Arch. 89 (194J) fig. 14. - . 
M.5799 (rig.l.) 

6. Pin, slender Bhaf't, decahedroidal head with BJl&l.l central depression 
in each face. late Saxon. 8th - 9th century. Bronze. La 4.4..Sca. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. XXIII lo. 11. 
et. ~· 89 (194J) fig. 14 cl: 1.5. 

Silchester (Beading Museua OJJJ9) 
M.580.5 (Pig.l.) 

?. Pin with polygonal head, sull central depression in each face. 
late Saxon. 8th - 9th century. Bronze. La 6.2cm. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. XXIII 1'o. 7. 
cf. Arch. 89 (194J) fig. 14. -
~l (Pig.l.) 

a. Pin, head has four rectangular faces each with a 811&11 central 
depression, badly corroded, related to Hos 6 cl: 7. Late Sa.xon. 
Bronme. La 2.9al. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. XXIII lo. 8. 

M.580J (Pig.l.) 

9. large pin with disc like head, perforated off centre with a circular 
hole. Bronze. late Saxon. La 8.9ca. 
Huae, 186J, Pl. V fig. 11. 
ai•1oc1t, im, fig. ae 

.. 1960, fig. Je 
et. Arch. 89 (194J) fig. 14. -
M56?1 (rig. 1.) 

.. 
' 
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10. Pin with globular head decorated with ring and dot pattern, shaft 
broken. Late Saxon. 8th - 9th century. Bronze. Ls 1.6cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. XXIII, No. 10. 
cf. ~· 89 (1943), fig. 13 & 14. 

M.580'+ (Fig. 1) 

11. Pin with globular head decorated with small dots. Short shaft, 
square in section tapering to sharp point, very worn. Late Saxon. 
8th - 9th century. Bronze. L: 2.3cm. 

12. 

M.5807 (Fig.1.) 

Pin with heavy conical faceted head, 
parallels in bone but not in metal. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. XXIII No. 12. 
cf. Cunliffe, 1976, fig. 116. 

M.5806 (Fig.1.) 

shaft broken off. 
Bronze. Ls 2.2cm. 

Roman 

lJ. Ring headed pin, shaft broken and flattened for the last third of 
its remaining length. '!he ring is lozenge shaped in section with 
three groups of three notches in its circumference. It moves 
freely in the hooked terminal of the shaft. '!his is decorated on 
both sides below the hook with a panel of cross hatching, and on 
the hook itself with more incised lines, vertical, horizontal and 
diagonal. 
Hiberno-Saxon. 8th - 9th century. Bronze. Ls 8.9cm. 
cf. Bu'lock, 1960, fig. 51 
~. 72, 1921-2, Fig. 2, p. 74, No. 5. 

CS18 (Fig.1.) 

14. Blue glass bead decorated with a twisted trail of yellow and green. 

15. 

Saxon. 7th century. Ds 2.25cm. (Said to have 'been excavated by 
a rabbit from its burrow on Hilbre Island, upon the site of the 
burying place attached to the cell of monks here existent.•) 
Ecroyd Smith, 1865, p.120 
cf. Inv.Sep. Pl. OV 

18.11.74.74 (Fig. 1.) 

Ring brooch of thin metal 
around the upper surface. 
Di 2.3cm. 

M.5823 (Fig.1.) 

sheet, decorated with a ring of raised dots 
Pin missing. Late Saxon? Bronze. 

16. Ring brooch of thin sheet metal, punched decoration on upper surface . 
Loop attachment of pin rests in notch in the circumference. Late 
Saxon. 8th - 9th century. Bronze. Ds 2.7cm. 
cf. ~· 89 (1943) fig. 12 No. 15. 

M.5821 (Fig. 1.) 

17. Convex ring brooch, decorated on upper domed surface, early medieval. 
Bronze. D: 2.8cm. 
cf. 19n.Mus.Ca.t. Pl. LXXVII No. 5. 

M.5829 (Fig.1.) 
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18. Belt buckle with cast decoration in relief on one face. This takes 
the fonn of two birds biting either side of the buckle bar. 
lOth - llth century. Bronze. L: 2._5cm. W: 2.5_5cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. VIII No. 5. 
Bu'lock, 1960, Fig. 7b. 
cf. Wilson, 1964, Pl. XXI No. )4. 

M5689 (Fig.l.) 

19. Brooch in the fonn of a quatrefoil, pin missing. 13th - 14th century. 
Bronze. D; J.5cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. V No. 10. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl. LXXVIII No. 6. 

M5673 (Fig.l.) 

20. Ring brooch or clasp, circular section, heavy pin attached by hook 
with a collar of five raised mouldings at the neck. 14th century. 
Bronze. D: 4.8cm. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl.LXXVII No. 1 

M5826 (Fig.l.) 

21. Ring brooch, upper surface decorated with four groups of notches. 

22. 

Pin attached by hook with slight collar at neck. 13th - 14th century. 
Bronze. D: 2.9cm. 
cf. Soc.Ant.Scot. 1924 Fig.l p. 161, in silver. 

CSJ (Fig.2.) 

Ring brooch similar to No. Zl, 
l)th - 14th century. Bronze. 

CS6 (Not illustrated) 

slightly smaller and pin is broken. 
D: 2.65cm. 

23. Ring brooch similar to No. 21, smaller. 13th - 14th century. Bronze. 
D: 2.05cm. 

Cs4 (Not illustrated) 

24. Pin from an annular brooch, projecting collar on neck and chevron 
decoration down shaft. 13th-14th century. Silver. L: 3.55cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. V No. 19. 

CS12 (Fig.2.) 

25. Finger ring of sheet metal, tenninals bound around each other with 
two twists. Decorated with a line of dots between two incised lines. 
Early medieval? Bronze. D: 2.15cm. 

26. 

Hume, 1863, Pl. XXIV No. 8. 

M5?87 (Fig.2.) 

Stirrup ring, set with a garnet. 
Ecroyd Smith, 1866, Fig. 9. plate 

18.11.74.40 (Fig.2.) 

13th century. 
opp.p.175. 

Bronze. D: 2.lcm. 
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27. Seal matrix, conical with faceted convex sides, pierced trefoil 
shaped handle. Matrix is inscribed AVE MARIA in Lomba.relic characters 
and depicts the presentation of the infant Christ in the temple. 
l Jth century. Latten. Hi 2.Jcm. Ds l.8cm. 
H · 1e, 1863, Pl. XXVII No. 4, 
cf Lon.Mus.Cat. Fig.90 No, 3 

Med..Arch, 1974 XVIII 14J, Fig, 48. 
M5706 (Fig.2.) 

28, Plain key with perforated. handle and solid rectangular ward, very 
crudely made, 14th century. Bronze. Ls 4.8cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. XIX No. 4. 

M5711 (Fig.2.) 

29. Pendant hanger, terminals at either end are pierced for attachment 
to leather, and two pierced lugs projecting from the middle of the 
bar are for the suspension of an heraldic pendant. lJth - 14th 
century, Bronze, Ls J.2cm, 
Hume, 186J, Pl. XXIX No. 12. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. p.119. 

M57J9 (Fig.2.) 

JO, Crudely fashioned ring of circular section with flattened bezel 
pierced centrally with a circular hole. Probably functioned as a 
buckle, lJth - 14th century. Bronze, Di 2.Jcm. 
Hume, . 186) , Pl. XXVIII No. 8. 

M5270 (Fig.2.) 

31, Buckle, D-shaped, on the curved side it bears a triple moulding with 
'ears' at either side, pin attached, Early medieval, Bronze. 
Di 2.lcm. x l.95cm. 
Hume, 186J , Pl. VIII No. 10. 
cf. Arch.Camb. 15 (1915) Pl.8 p.62 (from Dyserth Castle) 

M5690 (Fig.2.) 

3la. Buckle very similar to No. Jl. Bronze. Ds l.95cm. 

CS2J (Not illustrated) 

32, Small buckle with trapezoidal belt plate attached. Early medieval. 

33, 

Bronze. L: 5.05cm. 
cs5 (Fig.2.) 

Plain D-shaped buckle with 'ears' at either end of the straigpt 
bar, no pin. lJth - 14th century. D: J.6cm c 2.9cm. 
Hume, 186J, Pl.VIII No. 2 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl.LXXVI No. 6 

M5687 (Fig.2.) 

., 



J4 

All actua 

29 

25 

I •+: ~ 

38 

2 :1 t 27 b at 
I size excep Fig. 2 

-· 
41 



'30 

34. Buckle with pin and belt plate attached, pin hooked around 
buckle bar and resting on rectangular boss on curved side
The buckle plate is riveted in five places. 
13th - 14th century. Bronze . Li 6.0cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. VII No. 1 . 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl. LXXV No. 6. 

M5691 (Fig.2.) 

35. Buckle and belt plate. The pla_-te is riveted in two places 
and the pin, hooked around the straight side of the buckle, 
rests on a tongue projecting from the opposite side. 
13th century. Bronze. Ls 4.9cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. VII No. 6. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl. LXXV Nos. 7 & 9, and Pl. LXXVII No. 15 

M5694 (Fig.2.) 

36. Buckle with pin, the curved side bears three incised cuts. 
13th - 14th century. Bronze. Di 2.)cm. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl.LXXVI No. 4. 

CS20 (Fig.2.) 

37. Plain kidney shaped buckle with pin. 13th - 14th century. 
Bronze. W: J.4cm. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl. LXXVI No. 4 

CSl 9 (Fig. 2. ) 

38. Annular buckle of circular section, the loop of the pin still 
remains attached to the cross bar, very corroded. 13th -, 14th 
century. Bronze. D: 2.5cm . 
Hume, 1863, Pl.IV No. 8. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl. LXXVII No. 4. 

18.11.74,102 (Fig.2.) 

39. Metal figure of a rampant lion, lower two legs missing. Probably 
an ornamental fitting for leather. 12th - 13th century. Bronze. 
Lt 2. ?cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl.XXII No. 24. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Fig.78 & 79 stamped tiles with similar figures. 

M5765 (Fig.2.) 

40. Belt fitting in the fonn of a bird with a fan tail (~acock?), 
riveted through the eye and the centre of the tail. '!he body 
is rectangular, decorated with incised cross hatching, and nas 
a rectangular aperture in the centre. 13th - 14th centllry. 
Bronze. Lt 4.0cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl.XIX No. 9. 

M5780 (Fig.2.) 

41. Strap end for a very slender strap; two narrow rectangular strips 
riveted together above the tongue-like tenninal. '!he upper piece 
is decorated with incised lines and notches and the two are sep
arated by a thi?d piece of metal strip sandwiched between the~. 
lJth - 14th century. Bronze. Lt 5.?cm. 

M5797 (Fig.2.) 



42. Belt or strap chape; two pronged with an acorn tenninal. 
11th century. Bronze. L: 3.8cm. 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. Pl. LXXX No. 5 
Hume, 1862, 147. 
Inv.Sep.xxx 

CS14 (Fig.J.) 

43. Trap~~0ina1 strap end with c:rucifonn tenninal, riveted at that 
end and with a perforation for a rivet at the other. lJth - 14th 
century. Bronze. L: 4.6cm. 

CS24 (Fig.3.) 

44. Elongated rectangular belt or strap plate of doubled over metal. 
The open end is riveted together and the upper surface bears 
incised decoration of straight lines and lozenges. Early 
medieval. Bronze. L: J.4cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl. XII No. 20. 

CS8 (Fig.3.) 

45. Small rod with circular lugs at either end pierced. Probably a 
fitting for a leather-work belt. Early menieval. Bronze. L: 3.4cm. 
Hume, 1863, Fig. XII No. 11. 
cf. Inv. Sep. p.152 (a much finer example) 

CS2 (Fig. 3.) 

46.a,b,c, 
Three belt hasps, respectively five sided, trapezoidal and stirrup
shaped in fonn. lJth - 14th century. Bronze. 
L: a. l.6cm. b. 12.cm. c. l.5cm. 
cf. Hume, 1863, Plate X No. 9. 
a) CS7 (Fig.1.) 
b) CSlJ " 
c) cs15 " 

47a. Belt hasp, stirrup-shapen with an acorn-like tenninal on the curved 
sides and a tooth protruding from the straight bar. 13th - 14th 
century. Bronze. L: 2.85cm. 

47b. 

Hume, 1863, Pl.X No. 14. 

CSlO (Fig.3.) 

Belt hasp similar to 
lJth - 14th century. 
Hume, 1863, Pl.X No. 

CSll (Fig.J.) 

No. 47a but lacking the projecting tooth. 
Bronze. L: 2.Jcm. 

6. 

48. Rectangular belt hasp with small ornamented boss on upper side and 
perforation in the opposite side. lJth - 14th century. Bronze. 
L: 2. 4cm . x W : 1. 9cm • 
Hume, 1863, Pl.X No. 10. 

csq (Fig.J.) 
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49. Rectangular belt fitting for reverse of a buckle, perforated in 
each internal angle. l)th - 14th century. Bronze. Ls 2.4cm. 
cf. Hume, 1862, p.137, Pl. IV. 

M.5818 (Fig.).) 

50. Rivet with a nail like head. Bronze. Ls 3.8cm. 
Hume, 1863, Pl.XIII No. 14. 

M.5808 (Not Illustrated) 

51. Large hasp from a complex harness buckle, 14th century. Bronze. 
W: 4.lcm. 
cf. almost identical example from the Grosvenor Museum, Chester. 

CS17 (Fig.3.) 

52. Large crudely made buckle, l)th - 14th century. Ls 5.6cm. 
CS16 (Fig.).) 

53. Forty-two crossbow bolts or quarrels, divided into types on the 
bases described below1 

Type lAt Slim, elongated, spear like form, lozenge 
shaped section. Greatest width of blade falls 
near to base. 13th century. Iron. Ls 9-lOcm. 
(4 examples). 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. type i, fig. 16 

Trans.Essex Arch.Soc. n.s. XII, 1912, Pl.E, 
Nos. 1 & 2. 

Type lB: Squatter, more stubbly version of the same type, 
almond shaped. '!be greatest width falls about 
half way down the blade. 13th - 14th century. 
Iron. Lt 7-8cm. (35 examples). 
cf. Lon.Mus.Cat. type 9, fig.16 (best paralleled 

by bolts from the mass graves at Visby,Gotland.) 

Type II1 Square sectioned with pyramidal point. In general 
smaller in both length and width than Type I. 
13th - 14th century. Iron. Lt 6-?cm. 
(3 examples). 

18.11.74.?. (Fig.3.) 
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THE COINS 

'!he publications relating directly to the coins found at Meals are listed 
in the biblio~raphy of references to the site on pau,e~ 41 and 42. 

'!he following authorities have been used in the text -

Evans 
B-tC 

North 

J. Evans, The Coins of the Ancient Britons, 1864. 
A Catala lish Coins in the British Museum. 
C. F.·· Keary, Anglo Saxon Series I, 1 7. 
H. A. Greuber, Anglo Saxon Series II, 1893. 
G. C. BrooYes, The Nonnan Kings I & II, 1916. 
J. J. North, English Hammered Coinage, I, Spink, 1963. 
J. J. North, English Hammered Coina.ge,II, Spink, 1960. 

For the classification of the Short Cross and Long Cross coinages -

L. A. Lawrence, British Numismatic Journal IX, 1913. 
L. A. Lawrence, British Numismatic Journal XI, 1915. 
D. M. Metcalf, Sylloge of the Coins of the British 
Is1Ps:Vol.12 Ashmolean Part II, 19691 

For the Irish coin~ see -

M. Dolley & W. Seaby, Sylloge of the Coins of the 
British Isles: Vol. 10 Ulster Museum, Part I, 1968. 
P. Seaby, The Coins and Tokens of Ireland, Seaby, 1970. 

AbbreviationR used in text -

J. L. N. S . Journal of the Liverpool Numismatic Society 

obv. obverse ~· reverse !!!· weight 

The ~<1eights of the coins are given first in grains and then in grammes. 
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THE CATALOGUE 

CELTIC COINS 

'Ihe designs used on Celtic coin8 are derived from Greek prototypes , the 
most popular bein~ a F,Old stater of Philip II of Macedon (359 to 136 BC) 
which h~ a head of the Greek ~od Apollo wearing a laurel wreath on the 
obverse and a two horse chariot on the reverse . 'Ihe representations of 
these designs on Celtic coins are often crude and disjointed . 

55. Billon (base silver) stater of the Coriosolites, a tribe which 
inhabited Brittany and the Channel Islands , early lst century 
BC. obv. head of Apollo, rev. horse, wt. 95,3/6.18 
cf . Evans 1. pl. 

M4069 

56. As 55 . wt. 95 .7/6.20 
M4070 

For both see Hume 186~, p. 292 . 

It seems unlikely that these two coins could have reached the north west 
at or soon after their date of issue. They are, however, published by 
both Hume and Ecroyd Smith and described in the Museum's catalogue as 
bein~ found at Meols, and so are incJuded here. 

ANGLO-SAXON COINS 

Silver ~ceatta Series 680 - ?JO AD 

'Ihe 'Standaro' Series 

'Ihe model for these coins was a common small bronze Roman coin of the 4th 
century AD which had on the reverse a military standard between two captives. 
'Ihe head on the obverse of the Roman coin was also ~opied . During the 
numerous types of the 'Standaro ' series, the copying gradually changes it 
from a recognisable head to a bird-like creature. 

.58. 

BMC type 4, North 45. obv. degraded bust resembling a porcugine, 
rev . standard containing symbols , wt, 17.0/1.10, die axis 90 , 
found in 1867. 
Ecroyd Smith , 1867 p.107 pl . 98 
J.L.N.S. I p .19 
Bu'lock, 1960, p.5 
Dolley , 1961, p.19? 

18.11. 74 

BMC type 5, North 48. obv, bust even more degraded, rev. s~andard 
with symbols , wt, 6.8/0.44 chipped round edge, die axis 270 , found 
in 1865, 
Ecroyd Smith , 1865, p.215 , pl.p.20? 
J.L.N.S. I p.14 
Bu'loc~, 1960, p ,5 
Dolley , 1961 
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Copper Styca Series 

The sceatta coinage continued in the north of England much longer than in 
other parts of the country. When it ended in about 790, it was replaced 
after a short gap by the copper styca series. TI1e design on both sides is 
usually a cross surrounded on the obverse by the king's name and on the 
reverse by the moneyer's name • 

.59. Aethelred, King of Northumbria, first reign §41-844 
moneyer: Fordred, wt. 21.0/1.36, die axis 90 
Hume, 1863, p.292 
Bu'lock, 1960, p.7 
Dolley, 1961, p.198 

M4089 

60. Redwulf, King of Northumbria, 844 AD 
moneyer: ? Coenred, wt. 14 • .5/0.94, die axis o0 

Hume, 1863, p.292 
Bu'lock, 1960, p.7 
Dolley, 1961, p.198 18.11.74 

Kings of All England 

F.adgar 959-925 

61. 'Reform Portrait' type (BMC vi North 7.52) 
obv. diademed bust to left; around, inscription between two circles 
rev. small cross pattee; around inscription between two circles 
mint: York (EFER) moneyer: ? unknown ( /E ••• ) 
wt. 12.8/0.83 cut in half, die axis 31.5° 

18.11. 74 

No moneyer with the name beginning /E is recorded for York for this 
reign, but, in the following reign at York, the moneyers Aelfstan 
and Aethelwald are recorded. 

Hume, 1863, p.292 
Dolley, 1961, p.198 

62. Uncertain, but possibly the centre f:i:'i>m a 'Reform Portrait' type of 
Eadgar or from a coin of Ea.dward the Martyr 9.57-978 
wt. 7.4/0.48 
Hume 1863, p. 293 as head of Cnut 
Dolley, 1961, p.200 

M4090 

Aethelred II 978-1016 

63. 'First Hand' type (BMC iia North 766) 
obv. diademed bust to right; around inscription between two circles 
rev. Hand of Providence issuing from clouds, at sides A.W.; around, 
inscription between two circles. 
mint: Shaftesbury (CAFI') moneyer; Aethestan 
wt. 21.8/1.41, dia axis 270° 
, (') , ... -· 

• 



64, 'Crux' type (BMC iiia North 770) 
obv. bare-headed bust to left with sceptre in front; around 
inscription between two circles . rev. short cross , voided with 
CRUX in an~les; around, inscription between two circles. 
mint; London (LV •••• ) moneyer: ? Godric ( •.•• RIC) 
wt. 12.4/0. 80 cut in half , die axis 270° 
Hume 1863 , p. 292 
Dolley,1961, p.199 

18.11. 74 

Cnut 1016-1035 

65, ' Pointed HelmPt' type (BMC xiv North 787) 
obv. bust left wearing point helmet, in front a sceptre; around, 
inscri-ption between two circlei:;, rev. short cross voided, limbs 
united at base by two circles, in centre a pellet ; in each angle 
a broken annulet enclosing a pellet; around, an inscription between 
two circles. 
mint : Chester (L. EICE:), m8neyer: Gunleof 
wt. 14.4/0.93, die axis 30 
Not this moneyer for this type in BMC 
Hume 1863 , p . 29J as Leicester & pl. XXVII , 16 
Dolley, 1961, p. 199 

66. ' Short Cross' type (BMC xvi North 790) 
obv. bust left diademed with sceptre in front; around, inscription 
divided by bust . rev. short cross voided; in centre a circle 
enclosing a pellet ; around , an inscription between two circles. 
mint : Shrewsbury (SCRO), mgneyer: Etsige 
wt. 16.8/1.09, die axis 30 
Hume 1863, p. 293 
Dolley, 1961 , p . 200 

67 . ' Short Cr0s r; ' tYT•f' as 65. 
mint: Winchester (PIN), moneyer: Swileman 
wt. 16 .8/1. 09, dia axis 195° 
Hume 186J, p . 291 
J.L.N. S. p. 10 
DoJley 1961 , r .200 

18 . 11 , 74 

Edward the Confessor 

68 . ' Pacx ' ty:ie (BMC iv North 813 ) 
obv . diademed bust to left with ~ceptre in front; around, inscription 
divided by bust , outer circle. rev. long cross voided, each limb 
endinF in a crescent; in centre a circle enclosing a pellet ; and in 
a.nP:les PAC!'. ; around, inscription , outer circle. 
mint ; London (c V .••• ), moneyer: ? Leofric ( ..• RIC) 
wt . 7,1/0 .4? cut in half, die axis 10_5° 
Hu~e , 186~, p . 291 
DoJ.1ey, 1961 , p .200 

18.11.74 



THE NOBMANS 

William I 1066-1087 

69. 'Paxs' type (BMC viii North 848) 
obv. bust facing crowned and diademed, to right a sceptre; around, 
an inscription divided by bust between two circles. 
rev. cross pattee, in anffles the letters PAKX each enclosed in a 
circle; around, inscription between two circles. 
mint: Winchester (PIN), mogeyer: Spra.elinc (SPRIELIN) 
wt. 20.1/1.30, die axis 15 
This is probably the coin described on a Museum catalogue card as 
STIFFEN ON PIN 

THE PLANTAGENETS 

Short Cross Coinage 1180-1247 

'Ihis issue started in the reign of Henry II (1154-1189)and continued 
with slight variation through those of Richard I (1189-1199), and 
John (1199-1216), and partly through that of Henry III (1216-1272). 
'Ihe title HENRICVS REX was used by all the kings. 'Ihe coins are 
divided chronologically into classes on grounds of style. 

Class 5 (1205-1210) 

70. mint: Canterbury, moneyer: Samuel, wt. 21. 9/1.42, die axis 330° 

Class 6 (1210-1217) 

71. mint: London, moneyer: Rauf, wt. 16.31/1.06 die axis 90° 

72. mint: uncertain, moneyer: Rauf, wt. 19.9/1.29, die axis 210° 

'Ihe provenances of these three coins are taken from Museum records. It 
is not known from which collection the coins come. '!he most likely 
source is Ecroyd Smith's collection (18.11.74). 
See Hurne 1863, p. 29J & J.L.N.S. I & II. 

Long Cross Coinage 

'!his type of penny replaced the short cross type. It was introduced 
during the reign of Henry III (1216-1272). The type, with the title 
HENRICVS REX III, was also issued for the first years of the reign of 
&lward I (1272-1307). 'Ihe coins are divided chronologically into 
classes on grounds of style. 

Pennies 

Class 3 (1248-1250) 

73. mint; Hereford, 

M4111 

Class 5b (1251-1253) 

moneyer: Ricard, wt. 17.9/1.16, die axis 135° 

Wt. 22.1/1.43 dl.·e axi·s 15° 74. mint: canterbury, moneyer: Nicole, 

? M4108 



•• 

Cut Halfpennies 

Class 3 (1248-1250) 

75. lllints Hereford or Durham, 
die axiss 225° 
M4120 

39 

moneyers Ricard, wts 8.4/0.:fi 

76. lllints uncertain, moneyers uncertain, wts 8.1/0.52 
?M4102a 

77. mints uncertain, moneyers ?Philip, wts 9.7/0.63, die axiss 300° 
?M410J 

78. mints uncertain, moneyers Willem, wts 7.2/0.47, die axiss 90° 
?M4117 

Class 5 (1251-1253) 

79. mints ?London, moneyers Henri, wts 10.1/0.65, die axiss 315° 
?M4107 

80. mints London, moneyers uncertain, wts 8.8/0.5?, die axis 75° 
?M4105 

Cut farthings 

81. wts 4.3/0.28 

M4127 

82. wt1 4.0/0.26 
M4127 

In 1279 a new coinage was ordered. Denominations included round half
pennies and farthings. '!he basic designs varied little until the reign 
of Henry VII (1485-1509). 

F.dward I 1272-1307 

Class 2 (1280) 

BJ. farthing wts 6.l/0.40, die axiss 75°, mints London 
M4156 

Class Jb (1280-1282) 

84. hal~nny wts 9.8/o.64, die axiss 330°, mints London 
M4l:fi 
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Class 4 (1282-1283) 

85. halfpenny wt: 9.1/0.59, die a.Yis: 270°, mint: London 

M4153 

Class lOb (1302-1310) 

86. penny wt: 19.9/1.29, die axis: 75°, mint: London 

Class lOf (1302-1310) 

87. penny wt: 19.3/1.25, die axis: 135°, mint: London 

Edward II 1107-1327 

Class 15 

88. penny 

89. penny 

IRELAND 

wt: 19.4/1.26, die axis: 330°, mint: Canterbury 

wt: 19.6/1.27, die axis: 60°, mint: London 

John as King of England and Lord of Ireland 1199-1215 

Coinage of 1205-1210 

90. penny wt: 21.0/1.36, mint: Dublin, moneyer: Roberd 

M4099 

91. halfpenny wt: 16.J/l.06, mint: Dublin, moneyer: Roberd 

M4101 

92. penny wt: 21.6/1.40, mint: Limerick, moneyer: Willem 

M4100 

Edward I as King of England and Lord of Ireland 1272-1307 

Group le (1279-1284) 

93. penny 

M4157 

wt: 18.5/1.20,mint: Dublin 
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St Catherine' Chapel, Lydiate 

The Chapel of St. Catherine is situated at SD 364049, 00.4okm. north of 
Maghull, along the line of the A567 Southport Road. This siting (Fig.l) 
suggests that at one time the line of the Southport road ran approximately 
200m west of the present line, thus passing the bank of trees fronting 
the chapel (Fig. 2), and skirti~ the cross once situated 200m east of 
Lydiate Hall. Gibson (1876, 174) supports this view. 

Known locally as the 'Abbey', St. Ca.therine's Chapel was probably built 
as a private chapel to serve the family of Lawrence and Catherine Ireland, 
at nearby Lydiate Hall. '!bough built in the perpendicular style, its 
simplicity suggests the late fifteenth century. It is a scheduled monu
ment Grade I. 

According to Gibson (1876, 173-4) the chapel was built for the I reland 
family and dependants, to provide a more convenient place for the hearing 
of Mass than the parish church of Halsall, _5km. to the north (Fig. 1 ). 
The initials of Lawrence and Catherine Ireland were originally carved 
over the porch on the south side of the chapel; and this suggests that 
they were its founders. Lawrence Ireland died before 1485 (Gibson, 
1876, 28) and so it may be assumed that building began in the early 1480 's. 
It is unlikely that the work was completed before the early s ixteenth 
century. Despite the view of Gre~son (1869, 219) that the chapel was 
never complete, Gibson (1876, 175) held it was used for Mass by the 
Ireland family. In this connection, Gibson pointed to the evidence of 
his own excavation in the interior of .f.be building. In front of the altar 
he uncovered an &re& of darlt mould mixed with sand; this accords with the 
position of the sacrarium where sacred vessels were washed after Mass, 
and suggests that the chapel was in use until the Dissolution. It was 
probably at this period that the alabaster reredos (Fleetwood-Hesketh, 
1955, 10) depicting the life of St. Catherine, was removed for safe 
keeping to Lydiate Hall (Gibson, 1876, 175 ) . Fragments of this are 
today incorporated in the pulpit of the nea r by parish church of Our Lady. 

After the Dissolution, the chapel was simply used as a burial ground. 
Although their tombstones cannot now be seen, five Jesuit Priests were 
buried in the chapel in the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries (Notes, 
1893, 8-10) Appendix 1. According to Gregson (1869, 219), Lady Anderton 
of Lostock, into whose family the Lydiate lands came in the eighteenth 
century, was also buried there, but Gibson (1876, 72) suggests she was 
buried in London. Excavation might res olve this . 

In 1850, part of the ground to the south of St. Ca.therine's was used 
for burials by the Catholic community of Lydiate (Gi bson, 1876, 182), 
but on the openi ng of the new church of Our Lady in 1862, this ground 
was no longer used . 

A number of descriptions of St. Ca.therine's Chapel exist. '!he earliest 
is probably that of Pennant (1801, 51) who described it in 1773 as 
having-I 

"A tower steeple, with pinnacles and battlements, venerabl y 
overgrown in many parts with ivy." 



-------
' \ 
' ' \ 
' --' 

' \ 

,, __ _ 
I f I 
I If 
I I I 

·- - - -1 r 

Fig. 1 Sketch Map 
of Site 

\ 
\ 

' ' \ \/ 

44 

\LYDIATE 
' \ 

\ ... ' ... -',.::, ..... .... - ... .. ... ' 
' ' ' ' ',' 

\ I 

- -.... 1, .... , , , , ,,, 
I , 

I " 
I ( • 
'' $•~ Of' 
\' C.lt.o56 

' ' ' \ \ 

\ ' ' \ 

' ' , __ - - .'c:::' 
I I 

II 
11 ,, ,., 

t' 

' \ 
' \ 
• 

I 

I 
I 

I I 

I I ,, 



45 

Accordinp.; to the engraving (Fig . J) , the Chapel , a l though roofless , 
s till r etainen unbroken the tracery of all t he wi ndows except the 
big ea s t window . Four f i nials can s till be seen crowning the stepped 
buttresses alon~ the south wall , while two t ower finia l > remain. Over 
the porch door , which i s s till l a r gel y intact, can just be seen the 
dripstone on the terminals of which (Roberts , 1848, 147), the initials 
of Lawrence and catherine I re l and wer e carved. I vy and bushes have 
encroached at the base of the south wall. 

In 1848, St . catherine's Chapel was again described (Roberts, 1848, 146-153). 
He described the belfry of the tower as having four two light windows, 
which seem (Figs. 3 and 4) to have been intact in the mid-nineteenth 
century . . 'lbese were s trene thened by iron bars which were added about 
this time by the then landowner, Blundell of Ince Blundell. 'lbe 
d i~crepancy in the number of finials shown on the tower in the two 
en~ravings (Figs. 3 and 4) cas t s s ome reflection on their reliability. 

'lbe big three light window in the west wall of the tower was also intact 
at this period. 

By the end of the century, however, these internal features were vanishing 
(Fig .5). All the tower windows , together with those on the south wall, 
still carried dripstones with simple angled returns. According to 
Figs . 3, 5 and 6 , the internal features of the great west window behind 
the altar had gone by the mid-nineteenth century. Roberts suggests 
(1848 , 147) that the window originally carried five lights with tracery. 
According to Fig . 7 , the east window supported a dripstone similar to 
those over the tower and south wall windows. By the mid-nineteenth 
century it seems clear that the finials on the north-east and south-east 
corners of the building had gone, to be followed by those on the south 
wall . By 1876 , the battlements of the east wall were also vanishing. 'lbe 
s tepped buttresses supporting the entire building were, however, still 
intact at the end of the nineteenth century (Fig. 8). 

The porch on the south wall was perhaps the most interesting feature of 
the building . According to Roberts (1848, 147) and Gibson (1876, 174) 
the initials LI and Cl could still be seen on the terminals of the drip
stones above the outer doorway. By the end of the century it is clear 
that the four centre arches of the porch had collapsed (Fig.9). 

Roberts and Gibson also describe the mutilated condition of the mullions 
of the windows of the south wall, and imply that the apparent violence 
used in removing the glass indicated that their destruction took place 
during the Dissolution. 

By the eighteenth century , the chapel was roofless, but grooves in the 
east wall of the belfry suggest the prior existence of two roofs of 
varying pitches , which according to Gibson (1878, 174) certainly 
supported a slate roof during the period when the chapel was in use. 

In 1975 a group of students from Christ's College Archaeological Society 
visited s t . catherine's Chapel and decided to record as fully as possible 
the existing fabric of the Chapel, and to consider ways of conserving the 
remains. Accordingly a project was undertaken to construct a ground plan 
(Fig . 2) and measured drawings (Fig. 10). Few of the students, studying 
History , have had experience of this kind of work, and so the plans must 
be regarded as provisional. nie techniques employed included the use of 
a plane table and simple clinometer. 
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Fig. 2 St Catherine's Chapel, Lydiate. 
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Description of existing remains of St. Catherine's Chapel 

The Chapel is built of local yellowish sandstone, possibly taken from 
a nearby quarry (Fig. 1). The Chapel fonns a small rectangle enclosing 
an area of 14.5 x 5.10m. At the west end, the tower forms a small rec
tangle. 'lhe orientation is east-west. 

'lhe tower is built in three stages. 'lhe base is pierced in the west 
wall by a large window, the tracery of which is now completely gone. 
'lhe window arch is loosening (Fig. llc), thus weakening the whole 
fabric of the tower. '!he window sill is reduced to rubble at ground 
level, allowing compa.i:atively easy access to the interior. The stepped 
diagonal buttresses supporting the four corners of the tower show evidence 
of stone robbing. No trace of the finials crowning these buttresses 
remains. The small belfry still sunnounts the second string course of 
the tower. Of the four windows, those on the north and west sides have 
lost their tracery, while all sign of the battlements and finials above 
these has gone. Only a fragment of iron indicates Blundell's repair. 
'!he masonry at the top of the tower is loose and dangerous. The arch
way leading from the tower into the interior is weakening, rendering the 
condition of the tower still more hazardous. 

'!he porch at the west end of the south wall is extensively ruined. A 
heap of masonry (Fig. llb) partially blocks the entrance. '!here is no 
apparent evidence of the stones bearing the initials of the founders, but 
it is possible that these may still be recovered. The doorway is rebated 
and has a bolt hole. 

'lhe south wall has become considerably dilapidated since the turn of the 
century. Finials and battlements have vanished, and rubble lies close to 
the base of the outside wall, which is heavily overgrown. The windows at 
the west and east ends of the south wall have lost their arches and little 
evidence of tracery remains in the others. Between the windows, the 
stepped buttresses have been much robbed at their bases. 

'!he east wall of the chapel shows the greatest dilapidation. 'lhe arch 
of the big window has collapsed. The sill is ruined and access across 
the rubble into the interior is comparatively easy. The walls, unsupported 
by the robbed buttresses show signs of bulging outwards. (Fig. lld). 

The north wall, in the absence of windows, seems the most stable, possibly 
because the buttresses there have suffered less than the others from stone 
robbing. Nevertheless, a large crack apparent on the interior of the wall 
runs from top to bottom and constitutes an obvious hazard. '!he unusual 
bonding of the masonry together with numerous putlog holes can be most 
easily discerned here. '!be doorway at the west end of the north wall, 
though less ruined than that on the south wall, is almost blocked by 
fallen masonry. It is rebated and has a bolt hole. 

There is little trace now of internal fittings. No certain evidence can 
be seen among the stones lying in the interior (Fig. 2) of the altar, or 
of gravestones. A number of masons' marks can be seen, some corresponding 
to those which occurred at Burscough Priory (Appendix II). 

The entire building is in a very decayed state. A heavy undergrowth of . 
ivy and young saplings is considei:ably undennining the fabric, and accel
erating the rate of decay. 
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During the course of the survey, some work was carried out to clear the 
interior of the building of undergrowth. It was, however, deemed advis
able to keep this to a minimum to prevent further weakening of the fabric. 
It was decided to make no attempt to clear the undergrowth surrounding the 
exterior, despite the difficulties this caused in the survey. The reason 
for this was to protect the building from the vei:y real threat of vandalism. 
During the summer the heavy foliage obscures the chapel from the road and 
from the casual observer. 

Despite the very precarious state of the building, there is still sufficient 
masoni:y upstanding to make this chapel a remarkable ancient monument. In 
that it is a one period Medieval site , it is unique on Merseyside, and to 
allow it to fall into further decay is to be deplored. 

It is felt that at present the first aim of the survey has been completed. 
By bringing this report to the notice of the Department of the Environment 
it is hoped that steps may be taken to carry out the second aim. 

Dorothy O'Hanlon. 

' • t ' 

Fig. 3 St Catherine's Chapel, 1773. (Pennant, 1801, 51) 
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Fig. 4. St Catherine's Chapel in 1848 (Roberts, 1848, op. p.147) 



Fig. 5. West window of tower (from a photograph inserted in the copy of 
Gibson, 1876, in Ormskirk Public Library. 
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Fig. 6. The chapel in the mid-nineteenth century (Binns Collection II) 

APPENDIX I 

Tombstones located within St Catherine's Chapel: Inscriptions. 

Father Christopher Small , ~ .J., J589. 

Here lyeth the body of Frances Wallsgrve who departed 
this life on 28th day of November 175(1) ir. the 
75 yare of his eage. (s .J.). 

Here lyeth the body of Joseph Draner who departf:d this Jife 
on the 26th day of AprU 1703 in the JJrd year e of his eaee. 
( s .J.). 

John r.:ostyn 1721 (s . J .). 

Rs. Ds. Joannes (Blachhurne) ~: tae Hoa.e Caae ~.ccae : ac€·r. 
ob. die 2 Apr. Ano. Domini 1728, Aet. suae 70. 

Lady Anderton ? 



Fig. 7. St. Catherine's Chapel, Lydiate, south side circa 1876. (Gibson, 1876, p.172) 
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Fig. 8. St Catherine's Chapel, Lydiate, south side circa 1903. (Photograph inserted in the 
copy of Gibson, 1876, in Ormskirk Public Library). 
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Fig. 9. St Catherine's Chapel, Lydiate, the porch. Gibson, 1876, Frontispiece) 
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57 

11 a. North Wal I.. 11 b. Porch, west end of south wal I. 

11c. Tower, west wall. 11d. East wall. 

Fig. 11 Photographs taken in 1975. 



RULES OF THE MERSEYSIDE ARCHAEOLCCICAL SOCIETY 

1. Title 

'!he Society shall be called the Merseyside Archaeological Society. 

2. Functions 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 
f) 

g) 

h) 

To promote archaeological activity and research within the 
County of Merseyside and to provide a focus for archaeological 
interests. 
To organise archaeological resources within the County of 
Merseyside with regard to fieldwork and excavation. 
To encourage the preservation of sites, buildings, monuments 
or records of archaeological interest in the County. 
To publish archaeological material relevant to the County of 
Merseyside. 
To collect information for central records systems. 
To arrange meetings, lectures, exhibitions, conferences and 
visits to archaeological sites, monuments, antiquities and 
places of historical interest. 
To encourage public interest in and concern for antiquity and 
archaeology, and to associate itself with other bodies with 
cognate interests. 
To raise funds to achieve the above functions. 

J. Constitution 

The Society shall consist of ordinary, junior and institutioual 
members. 
Ordinary Members shall consist of all subscribers of £2.50 per annum. 
'!hey shall have the right of attendance at all lectures, exhibitions, 
excursions and meetings, and shall be entitled to a copy of the 
Society's Journal. They may exercise the right to vote at meetings. 
Junior Members shall pay a subscription of £1.00 per annum, and shall 
be under eighteen years. '!hey shall be entitled to all pr.i.vileges of 
ordinary members with the exception of the right to vote at meetings 
and to receive the Society's Journal. 
Families who wish to receive only one copy of the Journal may pay a 
joint subscription of £J.50 per annum. '!hose members over the age of 
eighteen may exercise the right to vote at meetings. 
Institutional Members shall pay a subscription of £4.00 per annum. 
Their representatives shall have the right of attendance at all lectures, 
exhibitions, excursions and meetings, and shall be entitled to one copy 
of the Society's Journal. 1hey may each send two representatives to 
vote at meetings. 
'!he financial year of the Society shall run from the first of January 
to the thirty-first of December and .all subscriptions shall become 
due and payable in advance on the first day of January in each year. 
A Member whose subscription is in arrears by twelve months shall cease 
to be a member and shall not receive a volume of the Journal. 
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4. Honorary Members 

The Honorary Officers of the Society shall consist of a President 
and not more than three Vice-Presidents. 

5. Management 

The Society shall be managed by a Council consisting of the following 
Officers: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary (or Secretaries), 
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Editor and twelve members of Council. 
The Officers shall be elected by a show of hands, or ballot if demanded, 
at the Annual General Meeting. 'Ihe twelve members of the Council will 
includ.e a member from each component district of Merseyside. They shall 
be responsible for arranging at least one lecture or meeting from the 
agreed programme within that district each year. 'Ihey shall be resp
onsible for promoting the Society within the district. Council 
members shall serve for one year but shall be eligible for re-election. 
A Chairman who has served for a period of two years shall not be eligible 
for re-election as Chairman until a further period of two years has 
elapsed. A retiring Chairman shall become Past Chairman and shall serve 
on the Council as such durin~ the period of office of his success or. 
'!he Cound 1 shal 1 have the power tc co-opt not more than four additional 
members for the current year. Five members of the Council shall form 
a quorum. 
Any vacancy occurring in the Council may be filled immediately by the 
Council subject to confirmation at a General Meeting. Any member of 
Council failing to attend Council Meetings regularly during a period of 
twelve months without good cause shall vacate his seat. 

6. Sub-Committees 

'Ihe Council may appoint Sub-Committees for special purposes, who shall 
act under the control and supervision of the Council. 

7. Alteration of Rules 

Any change of the Rules must be approved by a two-thirds majority at a 
General Meeting of the Society. Any proposal to alter the Rules must 
be communicated to the Honorary Secretary in writing and must be 
considered by the Council at their next meeting. 

8. Meetings 

'Ihe Annual General Meeting of the Society (of which not less than 
fourteen days' notice shall be given) shall be held before the end of 
April in each year. Ordinary meetings shall be held on such occasions 
as the Council shall decide. Council Meetings shall be held whenever 
requisite. A special General Meeting may be called (of which not less 
than fourteen days ' notice shall be given , stating the objects of the 
meeting) either at the instance of the Council or in a written 
requisition to the Honorary Secretary signed by not less than ten 
members. 
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Financial Arranr;ements 

a) An auditor or aucitors snall be elected at the Annual General 
MeetinF each year . 

b) The property of the ;ociety shaJ l be ves ted in the names of 
three Trus tees or a Trus tee Corporation to be chosen by the 
CounciJ. 

c) All orders for payment shall be made by the Honorary Treasurer 
under the direction of the Council. 

d) All property belonging to the ~ociety shall be preserved for 
the use of members at such place or places as the Council shall 
decide. 

1 0 . Admiss ion of Member~ 

Any person approved by the Council, paying the appropriate subscription, 
shall forthwith become a member of the 'Jociety. 

Winter Lecture Prograrnm~ 1977/78 

:,atu:roay 26th November J 977 
ltr P. Macrae , 3xtra- Hura l Lecturer in Archaeology, University of Liverpool 

' Prehistory in the North-'.: est' 
Joseph Mayer Centre, Bebington, Wirral at 2.JO p.m. 

Tuesday l?th January 1978 
~r B.J.N.Edwards, County Archaeologist for Lancashire 

' Documents in Archaeology' 
in Kir~by Library at 7.30 p .m. 

A joint meeting with the University of Liverpool Students Archaeological 
·:ociety: 
::ati..:rday 18th February 
Mr T. Rowley , '."'taff Tutor in Archaeology, Department of External Studies, 

University of Oxford. 
'landscape Archaeology - with special reference to the Welsh 
rr.arches' a. t the Royal Institution , Colquitt Street , Liverpool 
at 2.JO p.m. 

·.:ednesday ljth Earch 
Mr 1, . J. D:t vey, Lecturer in Archaeology, Institute of Extension Studies, 

University of Liverpool 
' Recent field work in ".i outh Lancashire' 
at the Town Hall, ~t Helens at ?.JO p.m. 

· ~atu:rday 29th ApriJ 
Annual General Meeting with reports of the Society's activities in the 

past year. 
Room 11, The Royal Institution, Colquitt Street , 
Liverpool at 2.JO p.m. 

FurthP.r details about the ;;:ociety may be obtained from the Secre~ry , 
11~, ~ : outhwood Road , St Michael's, Liverpool. 




