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Contributions to future Newsletters:  Once again an appeal, I would very much welcome contributions for the Newsletter from the membership – please send in any reports, accounts, or other information, perhaps about the meetings of other local societies, which you think might be of interest to other members.   If you feel able to contribute to future Newsletters, please either email me, the current editor, on iolanthe93@o2.co.uk or if  you do not have email, telephone me on 0151 727 8243. There are no deadlines, information can arrive with the editor at any time and will be amended according to the date of publication of the next Newsletter. 

Thank you,  Jenny Woodcock.
Lecture meetings

I am sure you are now aware that we are holding our regular evening lecture meetings in

the new Friends’ Meeting House at 22 School Lane, off Hanover Street.  The lectures start at 7.30pm and finish at around 9.00pm but as the accommodation is booked from 7.00pm we can now arrive a little earlier.  There is a small kitchen attached to the meeting room and we have started to serve tea, coffee and biscuits before the talk.  We hope that members will take advantage of this extra time and come early for a drink and to meet friends for a chat before the meeting.  Our next meeting is on ………

21st January 2010

Speaker:
Campbell Price, Research student, School of Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology at Liverpool University on “Scotland in Egypt: The Geophysical survey at Saqqara”. 

18th February 2010

Speaker:
Ron Cowell, the Curator of Prehistoric Archaeology, Museum of Liverpool, on “M62 Excavations”.

18th March
Rescheduled from 15 October
Phil Cox, Caer Alyn Community Project, on “Excavations at Caer Alyn”..  

22nd April     Annual General Meeting with a speaker to be announced.  

FUTURE PLANS

In the last Newsletter we put forward a tentative suggestion, which was initiated by members on our Anglesey field trip, that the Society might arrange a future Merseyside Archaeological Society field visit to Orkney.  Since then we have had several favorable responses from members but bearing in mind that the organization of this sort of trip will take time it has been suggested that any visit should be arranged for 2011 rather than for next year.  This revised date gives everyone longer to plan ahead and we hope that it will encourage other members to consider and perhaps also express an interest in coming.  Orkney is rather further away than we have considered visiting in the past and it would be necessary to make the visit longer than the usual weekend

The Orkney Isles are incredibly beautiful and the archaeology is varied and in many instances wonderfully preserved.  The 5,500 year-old Neolithic Heartland was granted World Heritage status by UNESCO in 1999. This area includes the magnificent Ring of Brodgar - originally 60 stones in a vast circle between the Stenness and Harray Lochs, 27 of which remain standing.  Close by are the Standing Stones of Stenness, Barnhouse Village and the tomb of Maeshowe, Orkney’s largest chambered cairn, which is considered to be one of the finest architectural achievements of prehistoric Europe.  There are many other Neolithic burial monuments and an incredibly well preserved stone-built village at Skara Brae consisting of an intricate maze of dwellings, with stone beds, lintels and cupboards all intact and dating back some 5,000 years.

If you think you might be interested, please let Julia McLaughlin Cook have your name and address: mclaughlinjulia@yahoo.co.uk or tel. 0151 733 1017.

MAS Website:  Our new website is currently under construction.  If members have any suggestions they would like to see included, please don’t hesitate to let us know.  Contact Dave Roberts on drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk
Merseyside Industrial History Society:  As many of you are aware the Society has had a happy and friendly association with the MIHS for many years.  Members of the Merseyside Archaeological Society are welcome to attend their meetings, which, like our own regular evening meetings are held in the Friends’Meeting House, on Mondays, starting at 7.00pm.  Malcolm Verity, who can be contacted on mv@malcolmverity.co  is the Secretary of MIHS and writes that he hopes the meetings will be of interest to our members. Note:  It is possible that there will be a nominal charge for non-members, just as we ourselves make for visitors to our own meetings, but this has not been established.  
 

9 November 2009 - Edgar Richards - tales from a veteran of the Mersey Docks

14 December 2009 - AGM, with refreshments and quiz

11 January 2010 - Roger Woodward - Stevenson’s railway bridges in Wales

8 February 2010 - Members’ Evening (members present their own projects/researches)

8 March 2010 - Nigel Bowker - inland waterway experiences with a 1937 barge 

12 April 2010 - To be filled later

7 to 10 May 2010 - Long Weekend Field Trip - location TBA (in 2009, Bristol/Bath)

June and July 2010 - At least two one-day field trips

For those who are interested in maintaining contact with other local societies, The Wigan Archaeological Society has an excellent website: http://www.wiganarchsoc.co.uk/  

As you will see, all their newsletters are archived, together with a wealth of information on their activities.
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