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Brief Update 

In this week’s issue we look back over a very warm summer and look for-
ward to our Autumn winter programme. We also have reviews of walks, 
dates for diaries including local Heritage Open Days, a review of the Pier-
master excavations and recent finds from the Portable Antiquities Scheme. 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 

Aug/Sept 2022 
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From the chair 

It’s coming to the end of a very warm Summer and thoughts will be turning to the Autumn 

program.  There is still time though to reflect on our summer activities.  The prolonged 

good weather was a valuable contributor and all our walks enjoyed sunny weather.  

Hale Walk 

We started our weekend tours with a walk around Hale to look at the remains of Hale Hall 

and its grounds in the morning and a look at Dungeon Salt Works in the afternoon.  We 

found traces of the ornate gardens associated with the hall.  More erosion had taken place 

on Oglet shore exposing timber structures on the beach and the quayside wall that was 

Hale Cliff Wharf dating from before the 1690’s.  The Childe of Hale pub provided us with a 

well needed lunchtime break.   

Newton Walk 

Mark Adams provided a splendid walk around the Newton area including a visit inside St 

Oswald’s Church, Winwick and a visit to the remains of Newton Mill.  This was a mammoth 

days walking and thanks go to Mark for sorting out such an impressive ramble through the 

area. 

Hilbre Walk 

We returned to Hilbre to look at some features we had not examined the previous year.  
One mystery included a rock-cut feature with suggestions ranging from bathing or fish stor-
age / trapping to washing of the buoys when they arrive for maintenance.  All is still a mys-
tery with more research needed. Any suggestions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society members debating a rock-cut feature on Hilbre Island 

 

Formby Walk  

An experiment was tried doing an evening walk across the Formby dunes. Travelling on 
public transport during rush hour produced a degree of chaos as trains were cancelled and 
the assembling party got fragmented in various directions.  After a late start we managed 
to have a pleasant evenings walk looking at war time structures examining the Star Fish 
Decoy bunker followed by the base of WWII observation tower and the close-by Cold War 
monitoring station.  After visiting the firing wall on the former rifle range we went to the see 
ill-fated Formby by the Sea resort. This consisted of a buried promenade wall, a few sur-
viving former hotels and guest houses and a pathway intended to be  a main access road 
into the development. The threatened unbearable heat turned out to be a pleasant evening 
cooled by the sea breeze. Thankyou for those who attended and put up with the confusion 
at the start. 

Lecture Program 

We now turn to our lecture program which has been finalised and will appear elsewhere in 

this newsletter.  Sue Stallibrass has worked hard coordinating all the speakers and we will 

be having a mixture of in-person and zoom talks over the next 8 months. 

Bank Account changes 

We are finalising transferring our bank accounts from HSBC to Lloyds and will notify you of 

our new bank details once these accounts are set up. 

 

Roy Forshaw, Chair 
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Local project updates 

 

Other Local Archaeology News 

There have been other archaeological activities taking place over the summer.  Bidston 

Community Archeology have been excavating at Tam o Shatner’s and are hard at work on 

the site of a farm house. Big Heritage have also reopened a revamped Chester Roman 

Discovery Centre and you don’t need the excuse of bringing a small child to appreciate the 

roman excavations that are displayed as part of the tour. 

 

Meet the member 

In this edition, we get to know a bit more about another member of the society; Vanessa 
Oakden, our Membership Secretary. 

Vanessa is an active member of the society and is Curator of Regional and Community 
Archaeology at the Museum of Liverpool, and currently Lead curator of archaeology 
(interim). 

What do you enjoy most about MAS? 

I enjoy learning about local archaeology such as sites I’ve heard of but haven’t had time to 
read up on. I also like the sense of community within the society. 

What is your favourite archaeological memory? 

My favourite archaeological memory is visiting Skellig Michael off the southwestern coast 
of Ireland with my husband. We hitched a lift on a helicopter doing repairs on the light-
house so were the only two people on the island for 4 hours as the helicopter headed off to 
collect supplies! We were really privileged to be able to explore the monastic site away 
from tourists and soak up the history, plus I avoided being sea sick on the crossing!   

If you could travel back in time where would you go and why? 

I would travel back to the Iron Age to my first excavation, a bog crossing site in Edercloon, 
Ireland to see if our assumptions were right and who placed the wooden bowl I found in 
the bog! 
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Holt Local History Society Excavations 

Holt Local Historical Society taking in the village of Farndon straddles the English Welsh 

border. The Society is raising funds for an excavation on the site of a Roman Fortlet just 

outside Farnden on the bend in the River Dee.  I visited the site last year with Sue Stalli-

brass and although there is nothing visible on the ground due to interference from later 

field cultivation a small fort is clearly shown on a LiDAR scan.  This appears bottom left 

as the traditional playing card shape in the loop of the river. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LiDAR showing the outline of a Roman Fort within the bottom meander of the river 

 

If you wish to sponsor the Holt excavation donations can be made to: 

Sent by BACS to Holt Local History Society, 20-25-69, 33199592 
Please use reference ‘dig sponsor' and let me know you have done this and whether you 
prefer it to be an anonymous donation. 
 
Alternatively send a cheque made out to 'Holt Local History Society' to Brian Payne, 3 
Whitegate Fields, Holt, Wrexham, LL13 9JE 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 

Piermaster Green II project update 

 

After 9 weeks of excavation helped by 64 volunteers from the local community including 

MAS members, we have reached the end of a second season of Piermaster’s Green 

Community Dig. The dig focused on the site of 3 houses built by the Mersey Docks and 

Harbour board for the pier masters, dock masters and their families to live in.  

 

 

This year the dig revealed the foundations 

of part of the parlour of number 10 and part 

of the drawing room of number 8 Albert Pier 

Head along with one side of number 7. 

Finds have included sugar mould pottery 

excavated from the fill of the docks along 

with glass, pottery and metal work associat-

ed with the houses along with remains of 

the dock master’s cat! Throughout we have 

engaged with members of the public, speak-

ing to over 2000 people! 

 

 

 

Volunteer excavating the remains of the Pier Master’s Cat 
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I really enjoyed, getting stuck into manual labour again   One of the other volunteers in 

our trench uncovered a cut- throat shaver circa 1930’s style which was great! – dig volun-

teer 

I’ve had a great time and have learned loads, both about Archaeology but also about 

myself and more importantly about others. The people I’ve met have all been engaging, 

good natured and generous with their time and wisdom. It’s been rewarding and exciting 

in equal measure. – dig volunteer 

In the following weeks, we will be cataloguing the finds and beginning the process of writ-

ing up both excavations.  

If you would like to get involved in our future projects please help us plan by completing 
this survey https://ecv.microsoft.com/WrmPnLuxM3  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the wall exposed during excavation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A button depicting arms found during the excavation 

 

 

Vanessa Oakden 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/k0RCCQW4vHkngrzFMRzjQ?domain=ecv.microsoft.com
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Accidental Archaeology, St John’s Cemetery 

 

The other year I wrote about some structures that had appeared whilst street works were 

taking place in Victoria Street.  The project moved onto Lime Street and St John’s Lane in 

2021 and consisted of pedestrianizing some roads and narrowing others under a new 

traffic management scheme.  It is always worth peering into the excavations whilst works 

are undertaken as occasionally there are glimpses of earlier Liverpool. 

Walking up St John’s Lane to catch the train from Lime Street I was able to see watch the 

road  surface being scrapped back to its foundations and service trenches dug.  There 

appeared a yellow sandstone linear structure with a brick backing of considerable thick-

ness.  It followed the direction of the road roughly parallel with the present boundary wall 

of St John’s Gardens at the rear of St Georges Hall.  Comparing modern plans with earli-

er maps such as Eyes 1785 and Gages 1835, it was possible to establish that the struc-

ture was the boundary to St John’s Cemetery of 1767.   

Richard Brooke wrote in 1853… 

The cemetery had been consecrated in 1767. A small building where the funeral service 

used to be read, stood in it, at that time, near the gate opening towards Shaw-place. St. 

John's Church is of dark yellow stone and built in a style which is intended for Gothic, but 

of which it is, in fact, a complete caricature. It is difficult to point out in Liverpool any ec-

clesiastical edifice of the last century, built in worse taste, or evincing, on the part of the 

architects greater ignorance of the principles of the Gothic style, than that church. 

 

Views on architecture have moved on since Richard Brooke but at least he may have 

applauded the later demolition of the church. 

The photograph on St Johns Lane shows the sandstone base of the wall which survived 
the works and is now below the present road surface.  It survives in its full length up to St 
Georges Hall including the recess where the steps led off St Johns Lane.  All has now 
been concealed by a cycle way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wall exposed during the excavation of a drainage trench 

 

Trenches I could not see from behind the barriers were an excavation on the site of the 
Alms Houses that stood in the middle of Lime Street and some stonework that appeared 
in the excavation spoil roughly where Falls Well was.  This well roughly on the corner of 
St Johns Precinct carpark exit was accessed from the bridge crossing the inlet into the 
Pool of Liverpool at the bottom of Byrom Street.  On Lime Street in front of the Empire 
Theatre there were signs of back filling and rubble in the sections of a deep service 
trench roughly where the Hospital site was.  Hopefully these excavations were officially 
recorded. 

 

Roy Forshaw 

 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 



MAS Newsletter 2/2022    7 

 

Winter Events Programme 

 

Our monthly series of winter evening talks will resume on the third Thursday of 
each month from September 2022 – April 2023, starting on:  

Thursday 15th Sept 

The venue is the Quaker Meeting House (QMH) 22 School Lane, Liverpool L1 3BT. It is 
close to Lime Street and Liverpool Central train stations, and Queen Street and Liverpool 
One bus stations.  
Details of the venue are here: https://www.liverpoolquakers.org.uk/contact 

Doors open at 7.00pm for coffee/tea/biscuits and the meeting starts at 7.30pm, closing at 
9.00pm 
 

NB: The midwinter months (November, the December Christmas Quiz night, and Janu-
ary) will see our meetings held on-line via Zoom, to avoid travel in inclement weather 

 

 

Draft programme for autumn/winter MAS talks. 

A few titles are to be confirmed (tbc), and the speaker/site for Sept is not 
quite confirmed 

 

 

Sue Stallibrass 

 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 

Date Venue Speaker Topic 

Sept 15th In person tbc Recent fieldwork & excavations at a local 

site 

Oct 20th In person Dean Paton 

Big Heritage 

Recent work by Big Heritage on commu-

nity engagement, outreach and educa-

tion 

Nov 17th ZOOM Ian Trumble 

Bolton Museum 

From Small Seeds: The European legacy 

of a Bolton woman– Annie Barlow’s work 

in Egyptology and elsewhere and her 

legacy, including items in Bolton Muse-

um’s collection 

Dec 15th ZOOM Mark Adams 

RSK/MAS 

MAS Christmas Quiz 

Jan 19th ZOOM Jane Kenney 

Gwynedd Arch 

Trust (GAT) 

The Landscape of Neolithic Axes Project: 

studying a major stone source for Neo-

lithic axe heads in North Wales 

Feb 16th In person Current research 

by University of 

Liverpool stu-

dents 

Two talks about their current research by 

PhD students in the Archaeology, Clas-

sics and Egyptology Department. 

Titles tbc 

March 

16th 

In person Dave Roberts 

MAS 

The MAS/NML cemetery recording pro-

ject at Childwall All Saints, Liverpool 

https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/
archaeology/archaeology-national-
museums-liverpool/community-
archaeology/childwall-graves  

April 20th In person All Members AGM & Members’ evening 

Your chance to tell us about interesting 

things, places and ideas! 

https://www.liverpoolquakers.org.uk/contact
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archaeology/archaeology-national-museums-liverpool/community-archaeology/childwall-graves
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archaeology/archaeology-national-museums-liverpool/community-archaeology/childwall-graves
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archaeology/archaeology-national-museums-liverpool/community-archaeology/childwall-graves
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archaeology/archaeology-national-museums-liverpool/community-archaeology/childwall-graves
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Heritage Opens Days 
 
 

Heritage Open Days in England  Friday 9th – Sunday 18th September 

This annual festival of events happens in the second week of September, spanning two 
weekends. There are some specific events eg. guided walks or talks, which often need to 
be booked as places can be limited. Lots of historic buildings and places (including many 
churches) open their doors to the public for extended (or unique) time periods. Times of 
events and public access vary with every venue, so it’s important to plan ahead, even if 
you don’t need to book a place. 

The webpage is searchable by map, county, district, venue and date. 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/  

I have included a few in Merseyside that caught my eye, but there are many more in 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Greater Manchester etc. The whole of England engages with the 
scheme. Some venues have ‘one-off events’ whilst others tend to engage every year. 

 
Calderstones prehistoric megaliths with rock art:  

This is a bit of a cheeky one, but if you would like to visit the Calderstones then why not 
do so on Sunday 11th Sept when the venue ie The Reader, Mansion House, Calder-
stones Park is having a swing dance day: live music, taster sessions and demonstrations 
from 1pm (plus a BBQ). And there are two tours of the house, at 1.40pm and 4.15pm  

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/swing-dance-and-shared-reading-at-
the-reader  

https://www.thereader.org.uk/visit-calderstones/the-calderstones-story/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of the Calderstones 

 

Williamson’s Tunnels, Edge Hill, Liverpool: A Georgian job creation scheme... 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

Guided tours of 10 people at a time will explore part of these labyrinthian underground 
tunnels on Saturday 10th, Sunday 11th, Saturday 17th, Sunday 18th starting at 11.00am, 
12.30 & 2.00pm on each of these days 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/friends-of-williamsons-tunnels-
williamsons-tunnels  

https://williamsontunnels.com/  

 

All Saints Church, Childwall:  

MAS has been involved in a long-term study of the important cemetery and the project 
will be the subject of a MAS evening talk by Dave Roberts next March. This is a chance 
to see the cemetery for yourself, at a time when the church itself is also open to visitors. 
No guided tours, but an information video inside the church and stewards on hand to 
answer questions. The church is open on Saturday 17th 10.00am – 4.00pm and on Sun-
day 18th 2.00 – 4.00pm. 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/all-saints-church-childwall1  

http://www.childwall.info/ALLSAINTSCHURCH  

 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/swing-dance-and-shared-reading-at-the-reader
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/swing-dance-and-shared-reading-at-the-reader
https://www.thereader.org.uk/visit-calderstones/the-calderstones-story/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/friends-of-williamsons-tunnels-williamsons-tunnels
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/friends-of-williamsons-tunnels-williamsons-tunnels
https://williamsontunnels.com/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/all-saints-church-childwall1
http://www.childwall.info/ALLSAINTSCHURCH
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Heritage Opens Days continued 
 
 
Cannington Shaw No 7 Bottle Shop, St Helens:  

This important industrial heritage building (late 19th century regenerative glass furnace) is 
the focus for a bid by a Community Interest Company (CIC) to save and preserve it after 
it fell into a poor condition after disuse. A pop-up shop will be on site Friday 9th & Satur-
day 10th from 10.00 – 4.00pm each day to explain its history and relevance to industrial 
innovations, together with the CIC’s proposals for how it can be saved and put to use. 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/cannington-shaw-no.-7-bottle-shop  

https://www.canningtonshaw.org.uk/  

 
 
Port Sunlight building stones and street materials: 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

A one-off (midweek) guided walk on Wednesday 14th 1.30 – 4.00pm organised by the 
Liverpool Geology Society, looking at the geological materials used in the construction of 
the model village 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/rock-around-port-sunlight  

https://www.portsunlightvillage.com/  

 
Bidston, Wirral: several special events including: 

an open day at the Bidston Community Archaeology’s excavations of a post-medieval 
farm and adjacent buildings at Tam O’Shanter urban farm Sunday 11th 10.00am – 
4.00pm 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/bidston-community-archaeology  

https://www.sites.google.com/view/bidstoncommarchaeology  

 
Bidston Lighthouse & Telegraph Station (the most inland lighthouse in the world) 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL  

One-hour tours Saturday 10th, Sunday 11th, Saturday 17th at 12 noon, 1.00pm & 2.00 
pm each day.  

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/bidston-lighthouse1  

http://www.bidstonlighthouse.org.uk/  

 
Bidston Observatory 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

This began as an astronomical research centre but continued with research into meteor-
ology & oceanography (important for chronometry, longitude, tidal predictions etc). Tours 
on Saturday 10th, Sunday 11th & Saturday 17th start at 12 noon, 1.00 pm & 2.00pm 
each day. Please note- both Saturday 2pm tours are aimed at families with children but 
all are welcome 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/bidston-observatory  

 

There are lots of other events on Wirral including a guided walk around Meols and the 
Wirral shore, Steve Harding leading a Thingwall Viking Trail, a brief open morning at 
West Kirby Museum (includes pre-conquest sculpted stones) and a West Kirby Old Vil-
lage guided walk. Oxton near Birkenhead has lots of events, as does Southport. Why not 
search the website and see what events & venue take your fancy in Merseyside or else-
where?  

 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/  

 

 

Sue Stallibrass 

  

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/cannington-shaw-no.-7-bottle-shop
https://www.canningtonshaw.org.uk/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/rock-around-port-sunlight
https://www.portsunlightvillage.com/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/bidston-community-archaeology
https://www.sites.google.com/view/bidstoncommarchaeology
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/bidston-lighthouse1
http://www.bidstonlighthouse.org.uk/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/bidston-observatory
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
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Recent Finds Reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme 

 

Heather Beeton – PAS Finds Liaison Officer for Cheshire, Greater Manchester and Mer-

seyside 

 

 

Roman satyr from Kingsley, Cheshire West and Chester - LVPL-C7C9F6 

 

An incomplete copper alloy figurine of a youthful satyr dating to the Roman period (c.AD 

43-410). The satyr is an example of the high-quality objects that were available in Roman 

Britain. The figure is naturalistically rendered with high attention to detail to muscle defini-

tion, and facial features and hair. The figure is standing and is missing an arm and a leg 

from opposite sides. The surviving arm is outstretched, and its hand is clenched which 

suggests it once held a separately attached item that is now missing.  

 

The figure is identifiable as a satyr. In classical mythology, satyrs are woodland creatures 

and typically part man, part goat, and are followers / attendants to the god Bacchus. 

They are often depicted as youthful, but many examples also present them as old and 

pot-bellied for humorous effect. This example presents a youthful male dressed in sash 

across the body made of individually attached fawn pelts (nebris). Above its nude bottom 

is a small, looped tail. Around its head a is wreath of vine leaves, which is typical symbol 

for the followers of Bacchus. In line with this, it is possible the missing object in the out-

stretched hand is a thyrsus - a staff or spear tipped with an ornamental pinecone that is 

usually carried by Bacchus and his followers. 

 

This is the first satyr figurine to be found in Cheshire. A number of other examples have 

been reported to the PAS, including an example from Norfolk, however, the present ex-

ample is of a higher standard of preservation. Other similar youthful satyrs are noted by 

Durham (2012) which include two examples from London, and one from East Yorkshire 

and Leicestershire. The finder and landowner are kindly donating the find to a local mu-

seum. 

 

Dimensions: Length 115mm; torso width 22.74mm; torso thickness 18.98mm; weight 

154.11g 

 

Durham, E. (2012) 'Depicting the gods: metal figurines in Roman Britain', Internet Ar-

chaeology: Issue 31. https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue31/2/toc.html :Accessed 

22/06/2022 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: Roman satyr figurine © National Museums Liverpool 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 
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Late Bronze Age socketed axehead from Bradwall, Cheshire East - LVPL-30E264 

 

An incomplete copper alloy socketed axehead dating to the late Bronze Age (c.1000-

800 BC). 

 

The object is sub-rectangular in plan and wedge-shaped. The cutting edge is curved and 

expands slightly outwards. The edge is worn and abraded and measures 39.28mm in 

width. At the base of the object is a broadly sub-rectangular shaped mouth with an ex-

panded moulded collar, measuring 39.43mm in length, 33.45mm width and 5.94mm 

thick. Below the mouth is a moulded collar from which a single raised line of decoration 

travels down the centre of the surviving side until almost the halfway point. The other 

side is incomplete and is missing part of the body and mouth. A single loop is positioned 

to the side and presents a prominent casting seam along the length of the object. 

The object has a dark green patina and brown patina with patches of brighter green cor-

rosion. Worn striations are present on the incomplete side. 

 

The object can be dating to the Ewart Park phase of metal work which corresponds with 

metalworking phases X - XII, or Needham Periods 6-7, dating from about 1150-750 

CAL BC. This axe is likely to date from about 1000-800 BC and part of a growing dataset 

of c.150 Bronze Age reported to the PAS since 1997. 

 

Dimensions: Length 82.62mm; width 39.28mm; thickness (body) 23.7mm; weight 

157.97g 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: Late Bronze Age socketed axehead. © National Museums Liverpool 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.merseysidearchsoc.com/ 
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Other News and Updates 

Update on Rossett Roman villa project by Caroline Pudney, University of Chester 

Caroline gave us a fascinating talk in February about the lead pig inscribed to the Emper-
or Nero that was found near Wrexham by a metal detectorist, and about the 2021 exca-
vations by the University of Chester & Wrexham Museum at the site of a newly-
discovered nearby villa at Rossett. See, for instance, Howard Williams’ blog: 
https://howardwilliamsblog.wordpress.com/2021/09/25/roman-rossett-digging-a-roman-
villa/  

This year, they are seeking funding for further work which they hope will lead to some 
geophysical survey this autumn and/or to some excavation in 2023.  
There will be no 2022 excavation. 

Historic placenames in Wales 

The Royal Commission on Ancient and Historic Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW) has 
just completed a report on the five-year project aiming to record (nearly 700,000) historic 

placenames in Wales. A talk about the project by Dr James January-McCann is availa-
ble on YouTube at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ffbsi20cfa4  
and you can access the database of placenames which is searchable by name and on a 
map at https://historicplacenames.rcahmw.gov.uk/  

 

MLPRG Conference at the Grosvenor Museum in Chester 

The Medieval and Later Pottery Research Group will be holding their annual conference 
at the Grosvenor Museum in Chester between the 7th and 9th October. Keep a look out 
for attendance instructions nearer the time. 

 

Online resources 

 
Brochs, duns and wheelhouses 

Northern and western Scotland, including the Northern Isles and the Hebrides, have 
some very distinctive Iron Age (later first millennium BCE) stone structures that are often 
still visible as ruins or heaps of stones in prominent topographical positions. They are 
extremely strongly built cylindrical towers that sometimes taper upwards. Some (like 
Mousa) remind me of cooling towers at power stations, with their elegant curves. Matt 
Ritchie, one of Forestry and Land Scotland’s archaeologists, was recording the construc-
tion and engineering used at one site when some walkers came and wanted to have a 
look at it. He found himself giving a talk reminiscent of an estate agent trying to sell a 
property ‘...a generously proportioned detached circular drystone tower in the popular 
Atlantic Roundhouse tradition...’. (Ritchie, British Archaeology July/August 2022 p34). He 
and colleagues have now produced a very well-illustrated 57-page booklet that is target-
ed at schools and the general public.  

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-conservation/historic-
environment-conservation/learning/to-build-a-broch  

 
Scottish Heritage 

And if you are hoping to visit Scotland and want some ideas about where to go or what to 
see, Forestry and Land Scotland also have some useful visitor information on their web-
site: Visit Heritage Sites, World War Two, and Historic Woodland Use at 

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/learn/heritage  

Sue Stallibrass 
 

Newsletter contributions 

For any contributions for future newsletters please contact the newsletter editor Sam 
Rowe at sam.rowe@historicengland.org.uk  

https://howardwilliamsblog.wordpress.com/2021/09/25/roman-rossett-digging-a-roman-villa/
https://howardwilliamsblog.wordpress.com/2021/09/25/roman-rossett-digging-a-roman-villa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ffbsi20cfa4
https://historicplacenames.rcahmw.gov.uk/
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-conservation/historic-environment-conservation/learning/to-build-a-broch
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-conservation/historic-environment-conservation/learning/to-build-a-broch
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/learn/heritage

