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Editorial 

This volume provides a variety of reports, some of which have been waiting to be published for several 
years. Three articles on excavations at Speke Hall during the last ten years show how the detailed 
development of the Hall is gradually being discovered, adding to the documentary work published in 
previous volumes of this journal. The Council of the Society is grateful to English Heritage and to the 
North West Archaeological Trust for financial help with this volume. Many thanks also to all those who 
contributed to the volume and helped with the production, especially Jenny Woodcock, Jen Lewis and 
Rob Philpott. 

One of the finds from David Higgin's excavations at Speke Hall, illustrated on page 72, Figure 10.67, 
was the inspiration for our new ·logo. 

An appendix which was omitted from an article in Volume 6 of the Journal by A D'Arcy ('Considerations 
relevant to the dating of the Ireland Chapel at Lydiate') is included as the last page of this volume (see 
page 109). 

Contributions to the Journal are welcome in the form of long articles, shorter notes or reviews. Please 
note that figures and captions should be prepared by the author and submitted with the text. Papers 
will not be accepted unless they conform to the 'Notes for Contributors'. No extensive re-writing will 
be allowed once the text is accepted but help and advice on preparing texts will be given, if requested. 
Please obtain a copy of the 'Notes' from the Editor, (c/

0 
the address below) before writing your article. 

The Society organizes a variety of activities, including: a lecture series (held in Liverpool Museum on 
the third Thursday of the month during term-time); specialist courses run in association with the Centre 
for Continuing Education, University of Liverpool; a series of summer fieldtrips and outings; opportunities 
to take part in local excavations and fieldwork; and social events. New members are always welcome and 
membership is open to all. Please write to the Membership Secretary, at the address below, for details 
and an application form. 

Membership subscriptions from January 1992 are as follows: £8 individual, £5 concessional, £10 family, 
£12 institutional. 

Philippa Tomlinson 
Hon. Journal Editor 
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Excavation and survey at the Old Hutt, Halewood, in 1960 S. Wrathmell 
Figures 
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1: Above: The townships of Hale and Halewood, showing manorial and moated settlements. 2 
Inset: General location map. Below: Map showing Wright's Moat and Old Hutt Farm, based 
on Ordnance Survey, lst edition 6". 

2: The precincts and components of The Old Hutt, based on the 1843 Tithe map and other 4 
sources. 

3: The gatehouse: an interpretation of structural phases (simplified; based on plans by W. G. 7 
Prosser, Royal Commission on Historical Monuments (England). 

4: The excavations: general plan of trenches and structures in the eastern half of the moated 12 
island. 

5: The excavations, section Sl through hall block and south moat. Numbered layers are: topsoil 18 
(1); rubble (5); clay and plaster (6); sandy buff soil (12, 15); old ground surface (13); sandy 
red soil (14). 

6: The excavations, plan of kitchen structures. 19 
7: The excavations, sections S2-4 through kitchens. Numbered layers are described in the text. 20 
8: Pottery vessels, nos. 1-17. 26 
9: Pottery vessels, nos. 18-33. 27 

10: Pottery vessels, nos 34-53. 28 
11: Pottery vessels, nos. 54-61. 30 
12: Clay pipes, nos. 1-6. 35 
13: Small finds: copper alloy, no. CAl; iron, nos. IR1-IR3; plaster, nos. Pl-P2. 36 



14: Glass vessels: nos. 1-7. 37 
15: Stone mortar. 38 
16: Ceramic roof fittings, nos. 1-8. 40 
17: Interpretation plan, the structural phases. 42 
18: Wright's Moat excavation, section SS through moated island. Numbered layers are described 45 

in the text. 

Plates 
I: The gatehouse from the north, a drawing by H. Mary Milner, dated 1917. 5 

II: The gatehouse from the north-west in 1960, showing the stone plinth of the brick projections 8 
(RCHM(E)). 

III: The gatehouse from the south-east in 1960 (RCHM(E)). 9 
IV: The hall doorway from the west (scale in feet). 10 
V: The 17th century brick wall and fireplace (scale in feet). 11 

VI: The foundation of the north wall of the hall block, viewed from the north. 14 
VII: The stone sill of a timber wall, south wall of the l 7th century extension east of the hall 15 

screens passage, viewed from the west. 
VIII: A medieval corbel and arch springer, reused in a 17th century foundation (scale in inches). 17 

IX: The kitchen Phase I oven floor (on bottom of trench) with Phase II features, including door 21 
threshold (behind ranging poles), on make-up above oven (scale in feet). 

Speke Hall: Excavations in the west range, 1981-82 D. A Higgins 
Figures: 

1: i) Location plan. ii) Site plan. iii) Plan showing location of excavation and builders' trenches 48 
and boreholes. 

2: Detailed trench plan 49 
3: Section drawings 50 
4: Pottery illustrations, nos. 1 - 9. 59 
5: Pottery illustrations, nos. 10-16. 61 
6: Pottery illustration no. 17. 62 
7: Pottery illustrations, nos. 18-37. 63 
8: Ceramic ridge tiles, 38-43; roof slate, 44. 67 
9: Clay tobacco pipes, 45-47; worked bone, 48-49; leather, 50-52; worked wood, 53-55; glass, 70 

56-66. 
10: Copper-alloy, 67-70; lead, 71; iron, 72-84. 71 
11: Pollen diagram with pollen frequencies calculated as percentages of tree pollen plus ecological 80 

group. 
12: Pollen diagram with pollen frequencies calculated as percentages of total land pollen. 81 
13: Summary pollen diagram showing ecological groupings (percentages of total land pollen). 82 

Speke Hall: Excavations in the gardeners' compound, 1987 P. J. Davey and J. Speakman 
1: Section drawings: a) northern section; b) eastern section (trench l.95x0.96m). 86 

Speke Hall: Archaeology of the east courtyard, 1989 J. M. Lewis 
1: Features recorded during relaying of the courtyard surface in 1989. 88 
2: The dovecote: elevations (reproduced by permission of the Archaeological Survey of 90 

Merseyside). 
3: The Tea Room Passage: east section. 92 

Pottery from the Grimescar kiln site, Huddersfield The Reverend E. S. Pickup 
1: Map showing Roman sites c. AD 100 and the area of Fig. 2. 
2: Location map showing ancient and modern trans-Pennine route systems. 
3: Pottery illustrations: Flat rims with straight walls, nos. 1-16; Flat rims with curved walls, 

nos. 17-23. 
4: Pottery illustrations: Flat rims with curved walls, nos. 24-47. 
5: Pottery illustrations: Flat rims with curved walls, nos. 48-53; Everted rims, nos. 54-89. 
6: Pottery illustrations: Bases, nos. 90-106; Lids, nos. 107-115. 

An Inscription at Thurstaston J. Evans 
1: The inscription at Thurstaston. 
2: 'Personal' marks from parish church registers in Cheshire and Huntingdonshire. 
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Bidaton, Waiption at 108 
bone objecll 69 
booea 51-52, 72-75 

animal 23, 72-75 
bird 73-75 
domestic species 73, 75 
dog 51, 73-75 
fish 23, 74, 75 
wild si>eciea 72, 73 

boundaries, fidd 3 
bridges 89, 91 

stone 6, 87 
wooden 91 

Bristol, clay pipes from 34 
Brookhill, pottery from 66 
buildings 46, 89, 91 

courtyard 6, 47, St, 87, 89, 91, 93 
cruck-framcd 6, 87, 91, 93 
dovecote 87, 89, 91, 93 
farmhouse 6, 23 
gatehouse 6, 13,23,41, 89 
half-timbered 47 
hall 13, 16, 22, 23, 52 
kitchen 13, 16, 22, 23, 31, 34, 37-39, 

41, 47, 51, 52, 89 
lodge 89 
JIWIOI' boWIC l, 13, 23, 41, 47 
stable block 6, 85 
the Pde 4 

building features 
chimneys 6, 13, 16, 22, 47, 51, 52, 

89,93 
cistern 89, 93 
datestone 6 
doorways 6, 13, 22, 23, 51 
drains and drainage 6, 16, 38, 47, 51, 87, 89 
fireplaces 6, 13, 16, 23, 41, 51 
floors 16, 22, 41, 47, 51, 52, 58, 89, 

90 
clay and plaster 16 
sandstone flags 47, 89 

hearths 13, 16, 22, 51, 58 
gardcrobe 89 
ovens 16, 22 
roofs 16, 22, 38-41, 51, 52, 66-68, 87, 

89, 91, 93, 
walls 6, 13, 16, 22, 41, 47, 85, 87, 

89 - 91 (see building 
materials) 
perimeter 13 
revetment 91 

windows 6, 13, 41 
building materials 

brick 6, 13, 16, 47, 51, 68, 87, 89, 91, 
92 

ceramic roof tiles 39, 53, 64-66, 89, 
93 

cobbles 22, 87, 89 
lead 47, 89, 91 
masonry 6, 13, 16, 41, 47, 51, 87, 89, 

91 
mortar 41, 91 
plaster 36, 41 

/Nkx 

castles 

roof flags 87 
sandstone slabs 51, 52, 66, 89, 93 
slate 22, 38-39, 51-53, 66, 68, 87 
stone setts 91 
timber 6, 13, 15-16, 41, 47-48, 51, 

87-93 
YorJc Stone 'slates' 38 

Chester castle, great stable at 51 
Peel Castle, We of Man, incised drawing 106 
Sandal Cude, pottery from 23 

Casdeshaw 95 
fort 95, 104, 105 

causeway 6 
charcoal 83 
Cheam, pottery from 54 
Chester 29, 95, 105 

clay pipes from 34, 68 
stable at 51 

churches 106-108 
clay tobacco pipes 23, 58, 68, 71, 93 (see 

Bristol, Chester, Glugow, 
Liverpool, London, Norton 
Priory, Rainford} 

flat heeled 34 
spurred 34 

coal 44, 51, 87 
coins 36, 104 

Eastham, inscription at 108 
environmental analysis 

insect remains 52, 78 
plant remains 75, 82 
pollen 78-83 

Ewloe, pottery from 66 

farmsteads 6 
field names 

Bonkcrfield 3 
Crosbihowsys 3 

fishponds 6 

forts, Roman 
Castleshaw 95 
Slack 95, 97, 102, 104, 105 

geology 
bedrock 106 
boulder clay 85, 91 
Shirdley Hill Sand 85 

Glasgow, clay tobacco pipes from 68 
glass 69, 95 

Hale 1, 3 

vessel 36,37,69, 71,93 
window 51, 69, 71 

Hale Bank 4 
Hale Hall 1 
Halewood 1, 3, 6 

freeholders 3 
Hen Blas, Clwyd, pottery from 66 
Roland family 3 



inscriptions 106-108 
Ireland family l, 3, 6, 109 

inventory 41, 46 

leather, shoes 69 
Liverpool 47 

clay pipes from 34, 3S 
pottery from 29-31 

London, clay pipes from 34 
Lydiatc 109 

masons• marks Sl, 109 
metalwork 36, 72 

coin 36 
copper alloy 36, 72 
iron 36, 72 
jetton 36 
knife 36, 72 
lead 72 

moats l, 3, 4, 6, 13, 16, 22, 23, 31, 39, 44, 47, 
S2, 76, 80, 83-85, 87, 89, 
91, 93 

Lovel's Hall 1, 3 
Old Hutt 1, 3, 4, 6, 23, 39, 41 
organic remains from 7S-83 
Speke Hall 13, 47-94 
Wright's Moat 1, 4, 44 
Yew Tree House 4 
revetment 91 

Norton Pricxy, Runcorn, 

Oglet 73 

clay pipes from 3S 
pottery from 56, S1 

organic remains S2 (see environmental analysis) 
Onnsk:irlc 109 

Pennin~ 8S, 95 
pits 16, 23, 31, 91, 97, 100 
pollen analysis S2 77-83 

cereal 76, 80, 84 
from Birmingham Smithfield 82 
from Cowick, Humberside 82 
from Nantwich 82 

pottery 23-34, 44, S3-66, 89, 93 
Beauvais 54, S8 
black ware 29-31, 34 
black-glazed 23 
Cheam 54, 58 
china S2 
Cistercian 29, 34, S3, 54, S1-S9 
Cistercian-type 29, 57, S9, 00, 89 
Colognc-Frechen 52, S1 
creamware S8 
dark yellow ware 31, 34 
earthenware 29 
grey 25, 29, 57,00, 104 
iron-free S4 
iron-rich SS, (l() 

rnortarium 104 
mottled waJe 22, 29, 34 
pearlware 58, 64 

Inda 

porcelain S8 
red ware 29 
Roman 9S-10S 
roof tile (see building materials) 
Saintonge 54 
samian 104 
slipware 29, 31 
Staffordshire-type slipwaie 29 
stoneware 23, S1, 00 
Surrey Ware 2S 
tin-glazed 29, 30, S8, 64 
transfer-printed 23 
Tudor Green 29 
willow-pattern S8 

pottery manufacture 
Grimescar, Huddcnfield 95, 97, 104, 

lOS 
Prcscot, pottery from 29, S1 

Rainford, clay tobacco pipes from 34, 35, 68 

Sefton 109 
shells 23, S2 
Shotwick, inscription at 108 
soils 44, 47, 51 
Speke 13, 47-93 

Domesday evidence 47 
stone objects, mortar 37, 38 

Thurstaston 106-108 
Twiss Green, Culcheth, pottety from 57 

Warrington, pottery from 43, 57, 85 
watercourse 52 (see also rooats) 
w~t Kirby, inscription at 108 
Wildenpool 97, lOS 
Woodchurch 107 
wooden artefacts 69 
wooden structures (see buildings and building 

materials) 
bridge 91 

woodland 3, S2, 76, 79, 82, 106 

111 
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