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EDITORIAL

While it has never been a policy to produce each of this Society’s Journals to deal with
only one topic or area, this has happened on two previous occasions namely, South
Castle Street (volume 4) and Prescot (volume 5). This present volume, concerned solely
with buildings in Lydiate, differs from these in that the papers are not derived from a
single programme of work but were collected over a number of years from individuals
and groups working without much reference to each other, and in one case totally
independantly. It is interesting, therefore, and very pleasing, to see that the conclusions in
respect to the dating of the three buildings, particularly St Catherine’s chapel and Lydiate
Hall, closely correlate. The very different techniques of standard archaeological practice,
scientific dendrochronological investigations and deductive analysis of documentary
evidence, coupled with the examination of masons’ marks, compliment each other to a
satisfying extent.

St Catherine’s Chapel was investigated under the auspices of this Society in 1979-80,
developing the interest generated by D O’Hanlon and students from Christ’'s and Notre
Dame College (see volume 2). The excavation of the Hall, 1981-2 was undertaken by
Liverpool University Rescue Archaeology Unit and the Archaeological Survey of
Merseyside in association with the Department of Continuing Education, Liverpool
University and East Midland District of the Workers’ Educational Association. It was a
teaching excavation which involved many local people as well as long standing members
of the Society. The Scotch Piper was surveyed in 1985 by the North West
Archaeological Trust and the dendrochronological analyses were undertaken in the
Biology Department of Liverpool Polytechnic.

This volume was produced using Word Perfect 5 on a personal computer and the top
copy printed on a Postscript laser printer in the University of York, in Times Roman 10
point. Thanks for help with the production are due to Dave Roberts and Peter Davey.

Vicki Innes and Philippa Tomlinson
April 1990

Merseyside Archaeological Society: c/o University of Liverpool, P.O. Box 147,
Liverpool, L69 3BX



